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Unfortunate Lady of Quality. 


. . LC AC IRA 
S M ‚˖‚ bh 
85 & © © a 


1 RS. Murdoch, imagining 
1 M = that Mr. Bruce would be 
I too much affected at the 
firſt fight of his daughter, 

in her fallen ſtate, perſuaded him to let 
her make a previous viſit 3 in order to 
Vol. II. B pe- 


2 . "MEMOIRS Or AN UNFORTUN&TE ' 


= 


2 N 


prepare her for a favourable reception 
at home: — She, accordingly, went to 
Mrs, Macdonald's houle, fully expect- 
ing to find Mifs Bruce there; but was 
greatly diſappointed, at being told that 
me and the major, {et out early in the 
morning from thence, without ſaying 
whither they were going. — 
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Miſs Monroe, not being acquainted 
with the connections between the major, 
and her aunt; ſuppoſed that ſhe would 

immediately, upon being informed of 
her diſcoveries, applaud the ſteps ſhe 
intended to take, in order to communi- 
cate them to Mr. Bruce; ſhe did applaud 
them with her lips, but as ſoon as her 
niece was gone to viſit, Mrs. Murdoch 
gave notice to the major of the ſcheme 
. EM which 
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-which was formed to interrupt his 
. pleaſurable reſidence at her houſe. 


Mrs. Murdoch, went back very much 
- chagrined at her diſappointment, and 
was the more-vexed at her unſucceſsful 
little excurſion, as ſhe was afraid that 
her poor neighbour, already moſt heavily 
afflicted, would be almoſt driven to diſ- 
traction at her return to him. — The ac- 
count of her fruitleſs expedition, met 
with the reception ſhe expected — Mr. 
Bruce, was beyond expreſſion ſhocked at 
it; and as he could not poſſibly learn, by 
the ſtricteſt enquiries to what place of 
concealment the major had conveyed his 
daughter, he fell into a melancholy, de- 
jected way; ſhut himſelf up from ſociety, 
and could ſcarce be prevailed on by the 
ſervants who attended him, to take ſuſh- 

| B 2 cient 
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cient nouriſhment for the preſervation of 
his exiſtence. | 


The major, after the information 
which he had received from Mrs. Mac- 
donald, concerning the motions of Miſs 
Monroe, rode off with this fair compani- 
on to a little village, nearD— caſtle, and 
took mean lodgings; hoping from the 
obſcurity of the place to ſecure, ar leaſt, 


a PTLVATC retreat— 


From his new lodging, the major made 
frequent ſallies to the caſtle, where he was 
always well received by the duke, who 
knew nothing of his attachment to Miſs | 
Bruce; or would probably have looked 
upon him in à leſs advantageous. light. 


* 


Miſs 
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Miſs Bruce, as ſhe had been fo long 
the reigning favourite, was intimately 
acquainted with the duke's diſpoſition, 
and the tempers of his domeſtics : ſhe 
therefore gave her lover inſtructions how 
to work upon the whole family; by the 
help of thoſe inſtruftions, he in a ſhort 
time wormed himſelf into the duke's fa- 
vour to ſuch a degree that he conſulced 
him upon almoſt every occaſion, and made 
himſelf ſo agreeable to the ſervants, that 
they became alienated from their mater, 
and ready to move at his direction. 
He thought himſelf particularly happy, 
in gaining Maggie over to his intereſt, 
who had formerly connived with Miſs 
Bruce, in impoſing upon the credulity 
of the duke, and who afterwards in a fit 
of reſentment cauſed her diſmiſſion, be- 
cauſe the was a girl remarkably clever, 
2x B 3 and 
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and promiſed to be ſignally ſerviceable. 


to him. 


The major, had juſt made himſelf of 
ſo much conſequence at the caſtle ; when: 
the duke received the letter from Paris. 
which informed him of the birth of his 
two nephews, the contents of which let- 
ter he read to his privy counſellor, and 
at the concluſion of it; told him that he 
would make a handſome proviſion for- 
them, if they lived. 


When the major had repeated the 
contents of Sir David's letter to the duke, 
to Miſs Bruce, and the duke's ſubſe- 
quent declaration; ſhe pauſed for a few 
moments, and then, as if awaked from 


a reverie, ſaid, 


© Cannot - we contrive 


by ſome method, to make the duke 


1 beheve 
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believe that Sir David and lady Elea- 
nor are not married, and that conſe- 


quently his nephews are illegitimate ? 
Of his credulity he has given proofs 


ſufficient to animate our endeavours, 


and if thoſe endeavours- are crowned' 


with ſucceſs, we ſhall both be amply 


revenged for having been diſappoint- 


ed; you by the indifference of lady 
Eleanor, and I by the neglect of Sir 
David. —— The duke proud of the 
honour of his houſe, will ſtrongly re- 


ſent the 0izhteſt diſgrace to it, and 
make theſe who have, in his opinion, 


+ thrown a flur upon his family, feel the 


weight of his reſentment.—Lady Elea- 


nor, by his indulgence, enjoys at pre- 
ſent a penſion of five hundred a year--' 


will be immediately withdrawn, when 


B 4 * he 
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« he is convinced that it is no longer 
** deſerved. —How to bring about a di- 
* minution of the finances of Sir David, 
i *] leave to your mature deliberation 
and ingenious brain, fertile in expe- 
4 ent 


To this ſpeech of Miſs Bruce's, the 
major liſtened with the ſtilleſt attention, 
and when ſhe ſtopped, he cried out in a 
tranſport; claſping her in his arms, —' 
„Thou art an excellent girl, Chriſſy, 
„ and 1 love you more than ever, for 
* having ſtruck out ſuch admirable 
* hints. — Les, Chrifly, I will certainly 
try to improve upon them, and l hope, 
*© that by joining our wits together, we 
*« ſhall effectually diſturb their felicity 
who groſly affronted us by their uni- 
nn. 


From 


1 

| 

1 

| 

N 

ql! 
| 


1 ADY ox:QUALITY.. 5 


From that moment, they employed 
their talents with indefatigable induſtry 
to irritate the duke againſt his ſiſter; to 
blaſt her reputation, and to baſtardize 
her children. The employment of their 
talents, for ſuch wicked purpoſes will be 
perhaps deemed by ſome humane and 
benevolent people, too extraordinary to 
be credited; and theſe will, doubtleſs 
pronounce the major and Miſs Bruce 
unnatural characters: I ſhould be very 
glad to ſay with truth that ſuch charac- 
ters never exiſted, — 


It would take up too much of the time, 
and too much tire the patience of my rea- 
ders, I fear, to enumerate all the little, 
arts, mean ſhifts and low ſtratagems to 
which the major and Miſs Bruce, had: 
recourſe, in order to forward their iniqui- 
tous 


- 3 
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tous defigns. I ſhall therefore only inform oe | 
them, at once, that thoſe arts, ſhifts and ® | 
ſtratagems were but too ſucceſsful: for 
the duke, thoroughly ſatisfied with the po- 
ſitive evidence againſt his ſiſter, diſpatch- 
ed a ſtinging letter immediately to Paris; 

in the firſt fury of his reſentment, in 
which he ſtruck. off the penſion which he 
had allowed her, loaded her with injurious 
epithets, . and renounced. all farther con- 
nections with her, as the had, by the infa- 
my of her conduct, ſo ſhamefully diſgraced * / 
her family, 


} 
| 9 N 
. T ſhall now leave the major and Miſs I 
Bruce, (in whoſe. breaſt all filial ſenſati- A 
ons were by this time deadened, by feel- at 


ings of another kind,) to enjoy the exul- tis 
tation of their hearts, on the ſucceſs which he 
their nefarious defigns had met with, and 

. return 


II 
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return to lady Eleanor and Sir David, af. 


ter a long digreſſion; which will not, 
however, I truſt, be deemed an unneceſ- 

ſary excreſence in this work, as the for- 
mer couple were ſo deeply concerned in 


diſturbing the repoſe, and diſtracting the 


affairs of the latter 


Not in the leaſt doubting, but that an: 
Affectionate anſwer. would come from D — 
caſtle, to the letter which acquainted the 
duke with the births of his nephews, as 
he had expreſſed himſelf in ſo kind a man - 
ner, on being informed of their marriage. 
Lady Eleanor and Sir David arrived at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, in very good ſpirits, 
after a pleaſant journey, and had the ſa- 
tisfaction to find Mrs. Weddeburn's 
health much improved, by the remedies 


4 
4 
| 
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minds; they began to grow extremely de- 
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which ſhe had there taken for the reſto- 


ration of it. 


wm 


When they had been a few weeks there, 
during which, they ſpent the time in the 
moſt agreeable manner to themſelves, as 
they met ſeveral of their common friends, 
and were perfectly eaſy in their own 


firous to ſee their children, — Not that: 
they were under any apprehenſions about 
them They received frequent accounts 
from Mrs. Elphinſtone relating to them, 
which were all favourable ones; but ſpur- 
red on by parental affection they could 


not any longer live happily, ſo far For 
ed from their ſight. | 


Mrs. Weddeburn, not being well en- 
ough to leave the apartments which ſhne 
occupied 


| en- 
n ſhe. 
upied | 
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eccupied, they left her behind; but pro- 
miſed to correſpond with her, and not to 
quit Paris without giving her advice of 
their motions : hoping, indeed, that they 
mould have no reaſon to quit it, till ſhe 
returned, that they might again travel in 


a party. 


At Paris, they arrived full of pleaſing 
emotions, as they approximated to their 
old quarters, and were as happy as two 


people could poſſibly be at the ſight of 


g their children, who appeared to have been 


horoughly taken care of in their abſence +. 
for no children ever looked in. a more: 
hriving condition. 23-54-0048 


They were a little damped in the midſt 
their parental tranſports, by not hav- 
g heard from D— caſtle, but a re- 
peruſal 
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.peruſal-of the duke's congratulating epiſtle 
upon their union prevented them from be- 
ing very much diſquieted by his -filence. 

One morning, when lady Eleanor was 
fitting at work with Mrs. Elphinſtone, a 
letter was brought to her, which made her 
eyes ſparkle with joy, and animated her 
whole countenance: the alteration in 
-which was the more remarkable, as ſhe 
had juſt been with an anxious ſeriouſneſs 
in her features, wiſhing to hear from D— 
caſtle. -——< Oh! madam,” ſaid ſhe with 
a ſpirited accent, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw the 
ſuperſcription, here's a letter from my 
© brother at laſt,” —— 


— 
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As lady Eleanor, appeared ſo rejoiced at F 


the arrival of it, Mrs. Elphinſtone ſincere- 


ly felicitated her upon the occaſion ; but 1 
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her felicitation was premature, for lady 
Eleanor while fhe read it, changed colour 
and ſeemed to be under very great unea- 
| . fineſs. 


Mrs. Elphinſtone, perceiving therefore, 


fo affecting a change in her looks, begged 


with all the tender earneſtneſs of friend- 


ſhip to know what dreadful news had ſo 
n her. 


The worſt, madam,“ replied ſhe, 


„ that I could have received ſome 
*© buſy, baſe, officious people, about the 
© duke have poiſoned his ears with falſe- 
'< hoods againſt me, and have made him 
s helieve that Jam the vileſt of women. 


© That I am---gracious H---n,” continu- 
ed ſhe, lifting up her tearful eyes, with 
09 letter in her Was r en wy ſupport 
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able me to vindicate my character from 
the ſcandalous aſperſions of my ene- 
mies, who have, wantonly and unpro- 
* voked, eadeavoured to blacken it.” — 


Who, my dear lady Eleanor,” ſaid 
Mrs. Elphinſtone, . ſhocked at her un- 
| happy ſituation, ©* who has been ſo bar- 


N © 2 ſlur on that character which the bale- 
| & ful breath of detraction never dared to 
1 8 fully before” 


„Oh! madam,” replied lady Eleanor, 
* 1 know not by whom my brother has 
& been incenſed againſt me! but incen- 
| | « ſed he certainly is to a violent degree: 
1 b e for he has not only deprived me of 
. & the penſion which I enjoyed by his ge- 
neroſity, but has diſclaimed all connec- 

tions 


me under this ſevere affliction, and en- 


5 barous, ſo unjuſt as to attempt to caſt 
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tions with me, and throw men off as a 
diſgrace to the houſe of DB —. He 
defires, that he may never fee me 
again, and by ſo doing is determined 
„not to give me an opportunity to 
clear myſelf —Cruel, cruel brother! 
„yet why do I call him cruel, he is 
not naturally ſo: no man is of a more 

humane diſpoſition ; but his credulity 
. E * has frequently led him to liſten to the 

= © moſt erroneous, injurious reports, as if 
they were inconteſtible truths—He 
has been impoſed upon, groſly impo- 
« ſed upon, by perſons uncommonly 
artful and inſinuating; for I do not 
think, injured as I am, that he would 
have eaſily been prevailed on to ſuſ- 
pect me of having co-habited with Sir 
* David in a diſhonourable way—Oh ! 
OE „ Mrs, 
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« Mrs. Elphinſtone, to lie under ſuch a 
*« ſuſpicion cuts me to the heart.“ 


While ſne was thus venting her grief, 
and with an amiable candour attributing 
the ſevere treatment which ſhe had re- 
ceived from the duke, to the ſuperior cun- 
ning of her enemies, and not to an apti- 
tude in kim to give credit to their accuſa- 
tions; Sir David, who had been with 
Mr. Elphinſtone to viſit one of their 
countrymen lately arrived; returned, and 
upon coming into the parlour, in which 
he had left her working with her friend, 
was exceedingly aſtoniſhed to ſee her, 
in ſo much ſorrow—but concluding, that 
either Arthur, or Reginald, or both, had 
met with ſome terrible diſaſter, or had 
been taken dangerouſly ill, he, in the 
firlt place enquired after them, with the 


utmoſt 


F 
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utmoſt eagerneſs, and with all the ſolici- 
tude of a fond parent. 


«© What mean theſe mournful looks, 
«© theſe moving tears, my ſweeteſt life ?” 
ſaid he to her, running up to the chair, 
from which ſhe aroſe at his precipitate 
approach, Are the children well; has 
„nothing happened to them—where are 


n they let me ſee them you only 
3 „ weep—you cannot ſpeak — nay, then, 
4 ; « am ſure that 

J, f Lady Eleanor overpowered by the 
r, f acuteneſs of her ſenſations, would have 


fallen againſt her chair, if Sir David had 
not ſupported her; finding therefore, that 

- the was ready to faint, he gently repla- 
ced her in it, and with the aſſiſtance of 
Mrs, Elphinſtone prevented her from be- 
C 2 ing 
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ing quite in a ſtate of inſenfibility.---Af- 
ter having been repeatedly preſſed with 
the moſt affectionate importunity, as 
Mrs. Elphinſtone had told him, that his 
children were both well, to acquaint 
him with the cauſe of her ſighs and 
tears, ſhe looked at him with the moſt 
melting tenderneſs, and put the duke's 
letter into his hands. There, my a- 
„ miable huſband,” ſaid ſhe, „read 
«© that, and then you will no longer 
* wonder to behold me fo violently agi- 
e tated.” 


«© Ha! from the duke,” cried he, 
* What can this mean,” he was ſoon 
delivered from his ſuſpence ; but his 
ſurprize was not leſſened by the peru- 
ſal of it.— This is all myſtery and 


% amazement,” cried he, Surely, here 


« 2 
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+ is another forgery, the ſame perſon 
« who counterfeited my hand with ſo 
«© much dexterity, has, I am willing to 
e ſuppoſe, counterfeited the duke's ; for 
c after the letter which we reccived 
„from him, to congratulate us upon 
* our marriage, I don't know how to 
„ think, that he would have written in 
+ ſo very different a ſtyle.” 


La) 


„Ah, do not Catter yourſelf,” ſaid 
Lady Eleanor, raifing up her head from 
the languid poſture in which it remained, 
while he made his remarks upon the 
contents of the letter, Do not flatter - 
“ yourſelf, by imagining that my bro- 
„ ther's hand has been forged.---The 
letter was undoubtedly written by 
* himſelf ; but you may be aſſured that 
the ſame perſon who would have ob- 

1 C 3 ſtructed 
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ſtructed our union, by repreſenting 


you in a diſhonourable light to him, 


has again attempted to irritate him a- 
gainſt us, and has, unfortunately for 
us ſucceeded.” 


* Succeeded !--Oh, lady Eleanor, how 
ſtrangely credulous mutt your brother 
be, to give credit to every ſcandalous 
report, injurious to fo amiable a fiſter, 
and to a perſon who never gave him 
any reaſon to ſuſpect the integrity of 
his intentions, without allowing him- 
ſelf time to enquire into the truth of 
it.-—How much have we already ſuf- 
fered by his credulity; how much 
more uneaſineſs, perhaps, are we 
doomed to endure from his unaccount- 


able confidence in thoſe who are pain- 
ed at our mutual felicity. But ſome- 


4 thing 
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thing ſhould be done without delay. 
The duke ſhould not be ſuffered to 
continue under the influence of ſo 
groſs an impoſition; we mult imme- 
diately prepare to defcat the malice 
of our enemies, by proving our mar- 
riage, ſince they have artfully made 


him queſtion the legality of our union, 
and act as if he was certain that; we 


were guilty of the heavy charge againſt 
us; the haſtineſs with which the 
duke condemned me, in oppoſition to 
the ſtrongeſt proof which he could re- 
ceive of my innocency, your own de- 
claration, with regard to the letter 
which was malevolently thrown in his 
way, gave me no advantageous idea of 
his underſtanding, but he has diſco- 
vered more weakneſs, and credulity, 
by the calumay levelled at you, than [ 

C 4 „ expected. 
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| by expected 1 ſay weakneſs, becauſe F 
ll „ ar ſtill willing to believe that he has 
| „not a bad heart—— 


« You would wrong him if you 
thought otherwiſe No, Sir David, I 
& really believe that my brother is as 
« good a man as ever lived, and that 
« he would be glad, notwithſtanding the 
« furious reſentment, expreſſed in his 


letter, to find my character clear- 
ed.“ 


„ hope he would, my deareſt crea- 
« ture, and ſhall leave nothing undone, 
* with the aſſiſtance of our friends, to 
« convince him, that we have not in- 
* jured the honour of his houſe.” 


* 


Towards 


rds 
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Towards the concluſion of the above 
converſation» Mrs. Elphinſtone retired 
to the nurſery, in order to make Sir 
David ſtir in the vindication of lady 
Eleanor's character, and of his own with 
the more zeal, by the ſight of his chil- 
dren, not doubting but that the appear- 
ance of them would be an additional in- 
eitement. | 


When ſhe had fondled the pretty little 
fellows for ſome moments, in a very ma- 
ternal manner, ſhe took Arthur in her 


arms, and ordered the maid to foilow 
with Reginald, 


She was not diſappointed on her re- 
turn. Sir David, at the appearance of 
his boys, felt all the father ruſhing in- 
to his eyes, and could not help ſhedding 

7 85 tears 
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tears, to think that they were probably 
deſtined to meet only with difficulties 
and diſcouragements, in a world ſo full 
of vice, folly and injuſtice. 


When he had wiped away his tears, 
he looked tenderly at lady Eleanor, and 
faid, © Can you, my love, my lie, 
„ behold theſe innocent babes unmov- 
* ed? Can you behold them without 
* reflecting upon the wounds which 
* your brother has inflicted upon them 
c thro' us ?—Oh! no!—You cannot, I 
*« ſee, bear ſo moving a ſight, render- 
ed more pitiable, a thouſand times 
more pitiable, by ſuch refleQtions.— | 
« Be not, however, too much caſt 
down, thou deareſt, beſt of wives; 
nor let the ſenſibility. of the mother 
get the better of the pride, the vir- 

„ tuous 
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« tuous pride of the wife, But I need 
„not, I am ſure, talk to you in this 
« {train : you have too much ſpirit to 
to ſink tamely under the load of ſo 
e falſe an imputation, and will there- 
„fore, with me, doubly ſpurred by 
* parental conſiderations, exert your 
** utmoſt efforts to exculpate yourſe}f 
from it: we will both exert ourſelves 
« with vigour, for we are both concern- 
ed in the impeachment.” 


Lady Eleanor glowed with proper 
warmth during the delivery of the a- 
bove ſpeech, and when the laſt word 
of it was uttered, replied, Yes, my 
dear Sir David, I am nor deſtitute of 
** that ſpirit, with which every woman 
in my aggrieved fituation ſhould be 
animated; the ſight of theſe ſweet 
| * 1nanocents,”? 


6 


We cannot, certainly, endeaveur 
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cc 


innocents,” continued ſhe, pointing 


to her chlldren, © renders me doubly 
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« jealous of my honour, and I will 


not, for their ſakes, as wel as for 
my own, avow the juſtneſs of the 
charge of it, by making no attempts to 
prove its invalidity. To diſabuſe the 
duke muſt be the firſt ſtep we take; 
and we cannot, I think, take that 
ſtep too ſoon: If we can afterwards 3 


diſcover our enemies, and punith i 


them for their infamous aſperſions, MW 
our triumph will be complear.” 


Tou have ſpoken like yourſelf, 


my deareſt, and I applaud highly 
the noble ſentiments, with which 
your brother's unkind, ungenerous, 
unjuſt behaviour has inſpired you. 


« tog 
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too ſoon to fruſtrate the deſigns of 
thoſe who have, with matchleſs ma- 
lice, availed themſelves of the duke's 
credulity, to make two perſons, who 
never, I will venture to ſay, never 
intentionally injured them in any 
ſhape. —Unhappily, for the peace of 
ſociety, there are ſome reſtleſs beings 
in the world of ſo perverſe a diſpoſi- 
non, that they enjoy no ſort of de- 
light but when they are ſcattering 
the ſeeds of diſſention in families, 
and feaſting their ears with the me- 
lancholy ſounds of domeſtic diſtreſs. 
By ſome beings of this depraved com- 
plexion have we been marked out for 
their cruel ſport; but the blow which 
they have levelled at us, will, I 
truſt, by the gracious interpoſition 
of heaven, recoil upon themſelves. 
Sir 
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Sir David having conſulted Mr. El- 
phinſtone, how to proceed with the great- 
eft probability of recovering the duke's 
good opinion, and. conſequently of MF 
being, together with Lady Eleanor; 
reinſtated into his favour, propoſed to 
write a full anſwer to the aſperſions con- 
tained in the duke's paſſionate ſheet, | 
and to deſtroy them entirely, by recom- | 
mending him to the worthy clergyman 
who had united him to his fiſter : but 
Mr. Elphinſtone, prudently conceiving |} 
that the people who had impoſed upon 
| the duke were near his perſon, and | 
maſters of all the avenues to it, ob- 
jected to his truſting the vindication of | 
his conduct by the poſt, as his diſ- 
patches would certainly be inter- 
cepted- 


Sie 
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3 | Sir David immediately ſaw the pro- 
1 priety of his friend's objection, and then 
XZ aſked him, what he thought of his going 
2 himſelf, with all poſſible expedition, to 
MZ D— Caſtle. To that propoſal Mr. 


z Elphinſtone could not give his conſent, 
as he might be aſſured of a repulſe, 
5 , being too well known, upon his firſt 
8 ; appearance before it.—“ Neither of 
n < your ſchemes, my dear Sir David, 
t © ſeem to be calculated according to my 
Fo 


g notion of the ſituation of your af- 
fairs, to procure the wiſhed-for ſuc- 
« ceſs : but I have ſtruck upon a third, 
which will, I dare ſay, produce a- 
greeable conſequences---I, who do 
not viſit at the Caſtle, and, who am 
hardly known, perſonally, to the 
duke, have a better chance than 
you, to be admitted—I will, there- 


fore, 


— 
* 


— , 
2 2 2 * 
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« fore, in the firſt place, furniſh my- 


66 
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6c 
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ſelf with a certificate of your mar- 


riage from Mr. Drummond, and then 
undertake to convince your noble 
brother how much he has been de- 
ceived: and if I find, either my 
arguments in your favour too weak, 
or my rhetoric inſufficient, I will 
deliver my paper proof, and pour 


in the light of truth upon his dark- 


ened mind.“ 


“ Generous Elphinſtone !” ſaid Sir 


David, © you was ever of a moſt friendly 


(e 


90 
1 


diſpoſition, and ever intereſted your- 
ſelf in ny happineſs; but this new, 
this firiking mark of your friendſhip 
for me, raiſes you conſiderably in 
my eſteem: if I live, 1 will be grate- 
ful : whether your endeavours on my 

& account, 


wo 
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account are ſucceſsful or not, you 
„will be equally entitled to my gra- 
c titude. Lady Eleanor too, when 
& ſhe is informed of your very kind in- 
„ tentions, will not, I am ſure, be 
„ ſparing of her ſincereſt acknowledg- 
ments Amiable woman! my heart 
« bleeds within me, when I think how 
< much ſhe ſuffers for her attachment 
to me: but I will do all in my power 
** toalleviate her affliction, and rely on 
« the juſtneſs of our cauſe, for an happy 


ir termination to it.“ 

ly 

ir- Sir David, then went to Lady Eleanor, 
W, and acquainted her with Mr. Elphin- 
Ip ſtone's extremely generous and prudent 
in propoſal ; to which ſhe readily acceded, 
te- after having expreſſed her obligations to 
my that gentleman, in the ſtrongeſt terms, 


int, a D for 


——— ew cms 
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for offering to undertake fo friendly an 
oſfice “ But,“ continued ſhe, ſmiling 
at Mrs. Elphinſtone who ſat by her, 


47 


am afraid, that you will not forgive 
me ſor aſſenüng to freely to your good 
huſband's long abſence from you; as 
a trip from Paris to Edinburgh can- 
not be performed in a ſhort time; but 
as he is going upon the moſt humane 
errand, and upon my account, you 
will, I dare ſay, endure your tem- 
porary widowhood without repining: 
of this you may be aſſured, we thall 
try to make your hours teal away un- 
perceived till his arrival again.“ 


Mrs. Elphinſtone, very glad to find 


that her huſhand's- propoſal had given 
a turn to Lady Eleanor's ſpirits, and 
had illuminated her countenance with 


the 
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the chearing rays of hope: replied, in 
her uſual good humoured ſtyle of ſpeak- 
ing,. © that dearly as ſhe loved Mr. 
* Elphinſtone, ſhe could without re- 


luctance part with him upon fo ex- 


* traordinary an occaſion, and as he 
* only left her with a view to be ſer- 
„ viceable to a lady, for whom ſhe 
« ever had, for whom ſhe ever ſhould, 
have, the ſincereſt eſteem.” ä 


As Mr. Elphinſtone, juſt at that mo- 
ment, entered the room, Lady Eleanor 
told him, that his wife was the beſt wo- 
man 1n the world, and that it hurt her 
very. much to conſent to their ſeparation, 


„But ſhe is ſo obliging as to ſay, that 


© ſhe can part with you without reluc- 
* tance, as you leave her in order to 
be ſerviceable to Me, 

oy D 2 « T 
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love her the better,” . replied he, 
* for having ſo great a regard for your 
+ ladyfhin, and will haſten to ſhew my 


> 


0 my owa. 


As Mr. Elphinſtone was not only a 
thorough well-bred, but a thorough 
well- meaning man, and did not deal 
in frothy compliments, thoſe few words 
were entirely ſatisfactory. y 


Preparations for Mr. Eiphinſtone's 
departure being ſoon finiſhed, he fer 
out for Calais, accompanid by Mrs. 
Elphinftone and Sir David, after having 
received lady Eleanor's warmeſt wiſhes 
for a ſafe voyage and ſubſequent jour- 
ney, and for ſucceſs in his friendly ne- 
gotlations. x . 


; . Mrs. 


DHS. a, 
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Mrs. Elphinſtone kept up her ſpirits 
tolerably, and behaved with a becoming 
ſortitude, till ſhe ſaw the veſſel, on which 
her huſband was embarked, under fail ; 
ſhe could then ſupport the heroine no 
longer: the tender wife took entire pol. 
ſeſſion of her: ſhe grew fearful for his 
ſafety, and wiſhed herſelf on board 
with him—Sir David ſaid, and did all in 
his power to comfort her, and to reſtore 
her chearfulneſs, by diſpelling her fears, 
while they were rowed back to the 
place from waence they were carried to 
the packet-boar, but in vain: his ef- 
forts were ineffectual; his endeavours 
were fruitleſs; and ſhe landed in fo un- 
happy a condition, that he was afraid of 
her making herſelf ill, by the indul- 
gence of her grief, 


12-2 When 
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| When they came to the apartments 
| which they had taken at Calais; ſhe, 
with an earne ſtneſs which he could not 
refiſt, tho' he longed to make a quick re- 
| 


tarn to lady Eleanor, intreated him to 
ſtay with her there, 'till they had heard 
of the Packet's ſafe arrival at Dover. 


— — 
.. ̃ cCpp . 


14 He complied with her requeſt, tho? 
14 inclination revolted againſt the com- 
ö pliance, and told her, that he certain- 
iy would not leave her to travel by 
herſelf. 


It was in the duſk of the evening, 
when Sir David reconducted Mrs. El- 
phinſtone to her apartments. — He or. 
dered a ſupper, but ſhe could not taſte 
a bitof the proviſions which covered the 
table. To increaſe her uneaſineſs, juſt 
as 
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as ſhe was retiring to her chamber, the 
wind blew with ſuch violence, that ſhe 
felt the houſe thake while ſhe aſcended 
the fairs. = 


To ſay, that ſhe did not cloſe her eyes 
all night, is not to expreſs her feelings 
with ſufficient ſtrength of language: 
ſhe ſtarted with horror at every blaſt 
which roared loudly in her ears, and 
worked herſelf into ſuch a terrifying. 
ſtate of mind, that the ſervants who at- 
tended her, apprehended the overthrow 
of her reaſon They tried to render her 
compoſed, by aſſuring her, that tho' 
the wind was ſo high, and made ſuch a 
noiſe, it was not high enough to endan- 
ger the ſhipping, and that it was fa- 
vourable for the packet to England; but 
her diſcompoſure remained in ſpite of 

D 4 | all 
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all their attempts to remove it; and ſhe, 
overpowered by her timidity, daſhed the 
cup of conſolation from her lips. 


Frem the agony of her mind, from 
her repugnance to all kinds cf nouriſh- 
ment, and from the want of her accuſ- 
tomed reſt, Mrs. Elphinſtone became fo 
very much diſordered before morning, 
that the ſervants thought proper to ac- 
quaint Sir David with her alarming con- 
dition, and ventured to tell him, at the 
ſame time, that the would, probably, 
if not ſpeedily relieved, fall into a dan- 
gerous way. 


Sir David, not imagining th her 
tears would have thrown her into fo 
deplorable a fituation, was ſhocked ar 
the intelligence which he heard, and 

hurrzed 
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hurried to procure the beſt advice which 


Calais afforded. 


Having been recommended by the 
miſtreſs of the houſe to a very {kilful 
and careful apothecary in the next ſtreet, 
who had for many years attended her 
family with ſucceſs, he went immedi- 
ately to him, and begged him, with as 
much earneſtneſs as if his own life was 
in danger, to ule all his medical art to 
promote the recovery of a valuable lady 
of his acquaintance, 


Monſ. Dufort, aſſured Sir David, that 
he would take as much care of the in- 
diſpoſed lady, as if the was nearly re- 
laced to himſelf, and followed him, with- 
out delay, to Mrs. Jamineau's, 


Sir 
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Sir David, leaving Monſ. Dufort be- 
low, went up to inform Mrs. Elphin- 


ſtone of the ſteps which he had taken | 
on her account, that the ſudden appear- | 
ance of one of the faculty, might not in- 
duce her to ſuppoſe that her cale was 


deemed deſperate by him. 


Sir David's caution was prudent and 
quite neceſſary, for as foon as ſhe heard 
that an apothecary was in the houle, the 
declared, with an affrighting wildneſs 
in her looks, that no phyſic would be 
of any fervice to her.— The elemental 
ſtorm was over; but the tempeſt in her 
mind raged with redoubled fury. A 


ſhipwreck, with all its moſt diſtreſs- 


ful conſequences, was pictured in ſuch 
lively colours to her imagination, that 
ſhe frequently ſhrieked and cried, 

«« Therc 


kn 
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«© There---There --— All's loſt --- every 
* creature's periſned - Oh! H-—n! 
„ ſhall never, never ſee him again; 
« Gone for ever: gone: buried in 
the deep.” | 


At laſt, however, when ſhe had utter- 
ed ſeveral delirious ſpeeches, a flood of 
tears greatly contributed to produce 
a calmneſs in her countenance.— Sir 
David, ſeized thoſe favourable moments, 
in order to urge the neceſſity of her tak- 
ing ſomething under the direction of 
Monſ. Dufort. Moved by his repeated 
and earneſt intreaties, ſhe conſented to 
take whatever was thought to be neceſ- 
lary in her ſituation; but added with a 
mournful figh, ** No phyſic, Sir David, 
** will remove the pain which I at this 
< inſtant feel, which I ſhall, I fear long 
= feel 


ö 
| 
| 
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« feel: not to be deſcribed and hardly ; ; 


*© to be endured,”—— 


The medicine, however, which Mon. 
Dufortad miniſtered, proved very ſervice- 
able, it threw her into a fine ſlumber, 
from which ſhe waked with an improve- 
ment in her looks, that made Sir David 
entertain an adyantageous opinion of the 
apothecary's judgment. 


While ſhe was growing better by the 
preſcriptions of Monſ. Dufort, who as 
well as Sir David, and every body in 
the houſe, aſſured her that the ſtorm 
which had alarmed her fo much, would 
have been only reckoned a freſh gale at 
ſea, and that the veſſels failing between 
Calais and Dover were very rarely loſt: 
the pacquet which had carried Mr. 

El: 
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Elphinſtone over returned, and brought 
2 letter from him, which excited new 
ideas and new ſenſations, in her, and 
gave Sir David room, to hope that ſhe 
would be ſoon able to bear the motion 
of a carrriage, for he was heartily fick 
of his quarters, and impatiently wiſhed 
to be at Paris again; ſo forcible were his 
conjugal and parental emotions. 


While he was anxiouſly wiſhing to 
the re his dear lady Eleanor, ſhe, with not 
cſs anxiety fighed for his company, 
aving met with an adventure during his 
abſence, which rendered her ſituation 
xtremely diſagreeable without him. 


Soon after Sir David's departure with 
his friends, Miſs Selkirk came to intreat 
er to 20 with her to the Italian opera, 
in 
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in the evening, as her mamma was laid 
up with one of her outrageous head-achs; 
and as there was a particular female ſin- 
Ser to perform in it, who had received 
prodigious applauſe for her voice, exe- 
cution and taſte. | 


Lady Eleanor at firſt declined going : 
pleaded want of ſpirits, - to enjoy the 
amuſement of the night, and ſaid that 
the ſhould be a very ſtupid companion: 
but ſhe pleaded want of ſpirits, and ſtu- 
pidity to no purpoſe: Miſs Selkirk with 
an agreeable good-natured importunity, 
which was irreſiſtible, told her, that ſhe 
would be quite another thing when ſhe 


was ſurrounded by gay people, and liſ- 


tening to ſweet ſounds.— 


Miſs Selkirk, being exceflively fond 


of 
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[ of muſic, delivered herſelf with ſuch: 
; warmth of language upon the occaſion, 
a that lady Eleanor could not help burſt- 
d ing into a laugh at her: when ſhe had 
* called her features to order, ſhe replied, 
« Well, Kitty, you are to powerful an 

% advocate for muſical expreſſion, and 
D « fo very perſuaſive a petitioner, that [ 
e know not how to lend un home with: 
at <+ a refuſal. 


Lady Eleanor went, accordingly, with 
Miſs Selkirk, becauſe ſhe was not willing 
to diſappoint her, but ſhe never ſpent a 
more unſatisfactory evening in her life. 
The exhibitions of the theatre would in- 
deed have given her a great deal of plea- 
ſure, as the opera was a maſterly com- 

poſition, and as the ſeveral performers 
nd. luſtained their parts with much proprie- 
- AY ty, 


A8 MEMOIRS OF AN UNFORTUNATE 


tv ; if a lively young Engliſhman, with 
more filver than ſenſe about him, hap- 
pening to be placed near her, had not 
prevented her from fitting at her - eaſe, 


and from attending to the operations of 
the ſtage ; for having taken a violent fan- | 


cy to her figure, and whole appearance, 


he peſtered her with his impertinence to 
ſuch a degree, that ſhe wiſhed herſelf, a | 


thouſand times out of the houſe; ſhe. was 


the more embarraſſed with his infipid | 


prattle, becauſe Miſs Selkirk was enga- 
ged with an agreeable Scotch gentleman, 
who paid his addreſſes to her, with her 
father's approbation; and who met her 
there by appointment; ſo that ſhe could 
not poſſibly ſhake off her tormentor. 
Without being abſolutely rude, ſhe drop- 
ped the broadeſt hints, to let him know 
how extremely diſguſting his converſa- 
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tion and behaviour were to her; but he, 
with the ſupreme ſelf-ſufficiency of a fi- 
niſhed coxcomb, thoroughly ſatisſied with 
his own powers of charming, received all 
her polite rebuffs, as ſo many obliquę 
overtures to familiarity z and as his vani- 
ty led him to put a wrong conſtruction 
upon the repelling modeſty of her carri- 
age, his aſſurance increaſed in proportion 
to her reſerve, and at length aroſe to ſo 
inſolent a pitch, that ſhe could not help 
ſaying to him, with a fle in her 
countenance, which was not natural to 
her; but which ſhe threw into it, in 
hopes of abaſhing him. Your deport- 
“ment, Sir, 1s a reproach to your dreſs. 
and you have given the ſtrongeſt proofs 
*© by the former, that you are not entitled 
either by birth or education to the 
„latter —if you was really a gentleman, 


Vol. II. E. 60 you 


| 
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*© you would take care to act, as well as 
«© tq appear like one.” 


As lady Eleanor delivered thoſe few 
fentences in a raiſed voice; colonel Gor- 
nen, Miſs Selkirk's lover, who, upon her 


having pointed out a whimſical object at 
a diſtance, to him, was exploring it with 
his glaſs ; turned haftily about, and aſked. 
her ladyſhip who dared to be troublefome , 


to her. 


Lady Eleanor, though ſhe had been 
ſo groſly affronted, not chuſing to have 
a duel fought on her account : only re- 
plied, No-body will dare to be fo, I 
<< believe, colonel, while you are ready 
to protect me.” 


She 
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She ſaid no more; but ſhe had ſaid 
enough to make the colonel burn with 
impatience to know who had extorted 
the foregoing ſharp words from her; 
which had diverted his attention from the 
object, on which it had been employed. 
The compliment paid to his courage, a- 
greeably flattered him; but he was not 
contented with her endeavouring to 
ſkreen the perſon who had offended her, 
from his reſentment. ©** You are too 
mild,“ ſaid he, © but I have a pretty 
good eye at a ſcoundrel, and ſhall cer- 
« tainly find him out.* Looking then fix- - 
edly at the tinſelled coxcomb who fat be- 
hind her, as if he had faſtened upon him 
by inſtinct; he ſaid to him, with a me- 
nacing tone, I will not ſuffer this 
lady, (removing his eyes to lady Ele- 
* anor) to be inſulted by any man.” 

Ez The 
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The coxcomb, intimidated by fo 


threatening a ſpeech, from a military 


man, of an athletic make, and feroci- 
ous aſpect, had no inclination by an 
anſwer, to own himſelf the perſon to 


whom it was addreſſed: taking his ſouff- 
box, therefore, out of his pocket, he ' 


drummed upon it a few moments with 
his fingers, throwing his eyes into vari- 
ous directions; and then, after having 
applied a pinch to his noſe, cried Bravo, 
while the audience were clapping the 
graceiul exit, of a principal performer, 
with as much unconcern, as if he had 
given no diſturbance to the little circle 
around him : and as the colonel frequent- 
ly faced about, to dart a ſigniiicant look 
at him; lady Eleanor, was not moleſted 
either by his nonſenſe or impertinence, 


during 
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during the the remainder of the even- 


ing. 

\ The impertinent gentleman above- 
5 mentioned, was a Mr. Brampton, who 
FM had a few years before, inherited a large 


2 ſortune by the death of his father, and 
n vas ſpending that fortune like a fool, 
which his father had amaſſed like a 
knave. He was not quite two and twen- 


* ty; but having, very early in life, diſco- 
ks vered a ſtrong: propenſity to all the vices 
er, which can diſgrace humanity, he made 
vad io good, or rather ſo. bad a uſe of his 
cle time, that few young fellows. of his ſtand- 
ent- ing could boaſt of being more infamous. 
AC He was never happy, but when he was 


Red concerned in ſcenes of riot and debauch- 
ery, and preſuming upon his perſon and 
his purſe, no woman whom he pitched, 

E 3 ',. 


nce, 


ring 
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upon, for his amorous amuſements, could 
poſſibly refufe, he thought, to grant him 
the laſt favour. He was a coward, but, 
he had a great deal of low cunning, and 
as he had been prevented by the colonel's 
ferocity, from purſuing the game, which 
he had ſtarted in public, he was deter- 
mined to have recourſe to ſtratagem, and 
enjoy it in private. 5 


© In conſequence of that determination, 
he watched the departure of lady Eleanor 
and her companion with great vigilance, 
and ſoon diſcovered, that the former had 
a right to the title which the colonel be- 
towed upon her; but, the diſcovery did 
not damp his ardour, fo egregious was 
his vanity ; when he found afterwards 
how ſhe was ſituated, his ardour was in- 
creaſed, Sir David's abſence, was in 
1 | his 


d his opinion; ſo very favourable a circum- 
ſtance, - that he proceeded directly to 
concert meaſures, for the accomplith- 
ment of his wiſhes, 


' Fluſhed with hope, and flattered with 
ſelf conſequence, Mr. Brimpton em- 
ployed his ſervant, who was a uſeful 
fellow upon ſuch occaſions, to facilitate 
his admiſſion into lady Eleanor's cham- 
ber, on the following night, by corrupt- 
ing the woman of the houſe, in which 
ſhe lodged: and his louis d'ors proved 
ſo efficacious, that the mercenary land- 
lady promiſed to forward his deſigns, if 
he would come diſguiſed to her in the 
evening, like a peaſant, and pretend to 
be a relation of her's juſt arrived from 
one of the provinces, n 


E 4 Brampton, 
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Brampton delighted with Mrs. Detour's 
ingenious contrivance; equipped himſelf 
with great pleaſure, in his maſquerade 
dreſs; in which he was ſo compleatly 
liſguiſed, that nobody but Mrs. Detour 
herſelf, who was prepared for his viſit to. 
her, knew him. | 


- Brampton. was a little diſconcerted, 
on his arrival, to find that the colonel, 
who had ſo much intimidated him, the 
preceeding evening, at the Opera, was 
at ſupper, with other company, in lady 
Eleanor's apartment; fired, howe- 
ver, by expectation, he. repaired to his 
place of concealment : a large cloſet in 
lady Eleanor's chamber, but unoccupied 
by her ; as Mrs. Detour always reſerved 
it, for her own particular uſe. 


1 With 


th 


who carried her candle; and who, when 
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With the utmoſt impatience did the 
cloteted coxcomb, wait for the entrance 
of her, in whoſe eyes he expected to be. 
irreſiſtable, when he threw off his pro- 
vincial. diſguiſe, and exhibited all his 
perſonal charms, with which her pride 
would not, he thought, permit her to ap- 
pear captivated in public. —Vain people, 
are never at a loſs for comfort, under the 
diſappointments which their vanity. re- 


ceives, and Brampton was, perhaps the 


vaineſt of his ſex, 

When he had waited tilt the clock 
ſtruck twelve; he heard the door opened 
with particular pleaſure, and with in- 
creaſed pleaſure, perceived, thro' achink, 
lady Eleanor herſelf, following a ſervant 


me 


\ 
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ſhe had placed it upon her —— table, 
left the room. 


Lady Eleanor, then taking a ſheet of 
paper out of her cabinet, began to write 
upon it ; but ſoon afterwards upon. hear- 
ing a noiſe, which ſeemed to iſſue from 
the cloſet, ſhe ſtopped, and advancing 
towards it, was ſo thoroughly perſuaded 
that ſomebody was ſecreted in it, that 
the went down immediately; and having 
acquainted her friends with her appre- 
henſions, ſent for the landlady, and in- 
ſiſted upon her going with her to exa- 
mine the cloſet. 


Mrs. Detour, without ſhewing the 
leaſt embarraſſment, told her, that it 
was very much infeſted with rats, and 
that ſhe never opened it to ſatisfy the cu- 
- rioſity 
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rioſity of any of her lodgers, as the few 
things, which it contained, were only for 
her own private inſpection. 


Lady Eleanor, however, declaring in 
a firm and peremptory tone, that ſhe 
would not ſleep in the houſe till her cu- 
rioſity was ſatisfied; Mrs. Detour chang- 


_ ed countenance, and looked in the ut- 


moiſt confuſion. The colonel, then, 
farting from his chair, ſwore that there 
was ſome foul play; and ſnatching up a 
candle from the table, told Mrs. Detour 
with a ſtern accent; that if ſhe did ntt 
deliver the key of the cloſet immediately 


to him, he would open it by force. 


Mrs. Detour, endeavouring to. reco- 
ver her preſence of mind, and hoping 


to make the confuſion into which lady 
Eleanor 
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Eleanor had thrown her, appear the re- 
ſult of her ſurprize, at being ſuſpected 
of harbouring any improper people in her 
houſe ; replied with a pert vivacity, that 
the really could not pretend to find it, at 
a moment's warning, as it was looked up 
among an hundred other things; becauſe 
ſhe ſeldom had any occaſion for it,. but 
that to oblige fo good a lodger, ihe 
would look for it the next day. 


* O ho, madam,” ſaid the colone}, 
* why then we muſt proceed to buſi- 
neſs without it: I am for the time 
5 preſent.” At the. cloſe of this laconic 
ſpeech, he marched directly up ſtairs; 
telling lady Eleanor, that he would ſoon 


inform her, who or what had alarmed 
"RET; | | 


AS 
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As ſoon as he arrived at the cloſet, he 

attacked the door ſo violently, with his 
body and his feet, that he in a few mo- 
ments demoliſhed it. 


At the ſight of the colonel, Brampton 
fell upon his knees, and begged that he 
would not ere him. 

« Expoſe you,” cried the colonel, 
laughing, to ſee him in ſo ridiculous a 
ſituation | * I cannot expoſe you, more 
e than you have expoſed yourſelf. — But 
come, Sir, get up, and follow me di- 
rectly; lady Eleanor S—, is the 
* perſon whom you have principally 
< offended ; to her, therefore, you muſt 
make your principal ſubmiſſions,” 


cc 


He 
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He then went down ſtairs,” laughing 


all the way, followed by Brampton, with 
very different ſenfations, as he had ne- 


ver felt himſelf in ſo contemptible condi- | 


tion before. 


When the colonel entered the par- 


lour; he found Mrs. Detour, at the feet 


of lady Eleanor, imploring her forgive- 


neſs for having connived at the ſecretion 


of a gentleman, in her bed-chamber. 


The colonel, hearing the word gen- 
tleman, as he came into the room, faid 
with 2 {neering tone, No, no, Mrs. 
* Detour, he is no gentleman, I aſſure 


* you, but as ſneaking an animal as ever 


„ exiſted: here he is lady Eleanor,” 


continued he, addreſſing himſelf to her; 


* and I ſhall igfiſt, upon his aſking your 


«© pardon 


= 
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« pardon upon his knees, not only for 
« his impertinent behaviour at the Opera 
« to you, but for his impudence, in da- 
ring to n a deſign, * your 
virtue.“ 


When he had ſpoken theſe words; he 
ordered Brampton to humiliate himſeli, 
in the manner above mentioned: made 
him repeat after him, a very mortifying 
ſpeech, to the utterance of which, no man 
of the leaſt ſpirit, would ever have ſub. 
mitted, 'and then kicked him out of 


the houſe, telling him at the ſame time, 


that he deſerved no genteeler correc- 
tion, ; | 


Brampton, whoſe cowardice was equal 
to his folly, bore the degrading. chaf- 
tizement, which he. xeceived from the 

| colonel 
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colonel, with great patience, and quitted 


the houſe with great pleaſure ; but not 
without determining, like a true coward, 


to be revenged for the contempt with 
which he had been treated, on lady 


Eleanor's account. 


When the colonel returned to the 


' parlour, after the ignominious diſmiſſion 


of Mr. Brampton—Lady Eleanor, ex- 
prefied her acknowldgements to him, 
in the politeſt terms, for having correct- 
ed the coxcomb, in ſo proper a way. 


The reſt of the company, from whom 
ſne only retired to her chamber, in or- 
der to write a receipt for a young lady 
of Miſs Selkirk's acquaintance, - who was 


terribly afflicted with the . whooping- 


cough, highly applauded the colonels 
diſcipline 
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diſcipline, and while they ftaid, much 
mirth went round the room. 


= 9, 


. In the morning, lady Eleanor, being 
reſolved not to ſleep again in a houſe 
wherein ſhe had been ſo groſly inſulted, 
ſent her ſervant to enquire after lodgings; 
and finding that ſhe could be very well 
accomodated, in the next ſtreet; ſhe diſ- 
charged her little debts, to Mrs. De- 
tour, ſeverely reprimanding her, for her 
infamous conduct; and removed imme- 
diately to her new apartments. 


om - In her new apartments, ſhe was bet- 
or- ter accommodated, than ſhe had been at 
lady Mrs. Detour's, and far more pleaſant- 
was ly ſituated: She was, therefore, not a 
ing- little pleaſed, at her removal; wanting 
nel's only the preſence of Sir David, to be 
pline ] Vor. II. F thoroughly 
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thoroughly ſatisfied with it; for his con- 
verſation, tho'. her friends were very 


kindly ſolicitous to accelerate the flight 


of time, 'by the frequency of their viſits, 
and the various amuſements, to which 
they invited her; ſhe languiſhed, and 
began to think, wearied with the anxie- 
ty of expectation, that he might have 
returned ſooner, if he had met with no 
accident, upon the road; having with 


the utmoſt accuracy, calculated the diſ- 


tance between Paris and Calais, ſeveral 
times, did ſhe with to write to him, but 
not knowing, in what manner to form 


an addreſſe, ſhe was obliged to relin- 


quiſh her-epiſtolary intentions, and com- 


fort herlelf, by ſuppoſing, that if any 
extraordinary occurrence, had happened 
to detain him, he would have writ» 

dex 


I. ADV os QUALITY. 67 


ten to her, as he knew that his letter 


would certainly come to her hands. 


When ſhe had for a few days, thus 
endeavoured to leſſen the uneaſineſs, 
which the felt at the — according to her 
own ſenſations—lomg abſence of Sir Da- 
vid; he, to her extreme jov, made his 
appearance one afternoon, with Mrs. 
Elphinſtone, juſt, when ſhe was taking 
her tea, with the Selkirk family, and 
colonel Gordon. 


After a very tender ſcene, between 
Sir David, and lady Eleanor, and when 
both he and Mrs. Elphinſtone, had re- 


ceived the compliments of their friends, 


vpon their arrival, he ſaid with a ſmile, 
My dear lady Eleanor, I am extreme- 
Ay rejoiced to fee you again, tho you 

F 2 have 
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„ have had a gallant, in my abſence — 
“ While we are at Paris, I muſt not be 
* ſo unfaſhionable as to think of keep- 
ing you to myſelf.” 


Lady Eleanor, not imagining, that he 
could poſſibly allude to the cloſet- ſcene 
at Mrs. Detour's, was ſtrangely at a 
loſs, to conceive the meaning of his 
ſpeech; but as he uttered it, with a 
{mile an his countenance, was happy to 
find, that he did not ſeriouſly believe 
her to have been guilty of any indiſcre- 
tions while he was abſent from her. — 
With a ſmile, therefore, in return, ſhe 
replied, «© Why really, Sir David, my 
« yirtue has been in ſome danger, fince 
„your departure; but, this valorous 
„ knight,” continued ſhe, pointing to 

the 
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the colonel, prevented the violation 
« of it, by his proweſs.” 


She then acquainted him with the 

impertinence, which ſhe had received 

at the Opera, from Mr. Brampton, and 

the infamous contrivance of Mrs, De- 

tour's, to lock him up in her chamber; 

deſiring the colonel, to give an account 

of the diſcovery, and the diſmiſſion: 
he immediately complied with her re- 
queſt; and carried on the narrative with 

ſo much ſpirit and humour, that Sir 

David, was exceſſively diverted. 


Well, colonel,” ſaid he, “ you 
have been an excellent champion, and 
** have treated a coward, according to 
his deſerts ; hut I am not thoroughly 


*« ſatisfied with your cavalier behaviour 


F 3 00 
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«< to him; 1 ſhall not be quite eaſy, till 
„% have exerciſed the foot diſcipline- 
„upon him myſelf.” 


The colonel told bim; that he wiſhed 
to ſee no better diverſion : but I muſt 
« not,” I doubt, added he, “expect 
to ſee you perform that exerciſe, up- 
„ on the puppy, who wanted to make 
you a compleat French huſband, as 
« he ſet out from Paris, the next day, 
% leſt he ſhould, I ſuppoſe, be more 
* ſeverely handled, at your return.” — 


© Have a little patience, colonel,” 
ſaid Sir David, * and you ſhall ſee che 
ra „ or diverſion.” 


The colonel and all the company, 
parti icularly lady Eleanor, looked as if 
1 | they 


"Is, 
ey 


they could not tell what to make of Sir 


David's laſt ſpeech; but he ſoon threw 
them out of their wondering attitudes, 
by proceeding in the following manner ; 
addrefling himſelf to the colonel, 


© Stopping to take freſh: horſes at 
R—--, a young fellow imartly dret- 
ſed, but with a. very impudent air, 
after having obſerved me for ſome 
time, from a window in an oppoſite 
room; fent.h:s ſervant to let me know, 
that if I was not particularly enga- 
ged, he had ſomething of conſe- 
quence to communicate to me, — His 


perſon, I had never ſeen before, and 


the name, by which he was announ- 
ced, was equally new to me: howe- 
ver, as I had ſome curioſity to hear 
what he had got torfay to me, I te- 
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turned an anſwer, which ſoon brought 
him to me.—When the - firſt civili- 
ties, common between gentlemen, 
were over, he told me, that as he 
found from his ſervant, that I was 
Sir David S, he could not purſue 
his journey to Calais, in order to em- 
bark for England, without advifting 
me to be watchful over lady Eleanor. 
Starting at a piece of advice, which 
ſeemed to reflect, ſtrongly upon the 
character of lady Eleanor; I fired in- 
ſtantly, and intreated him to explain the 
meaning of theſe words - The mean- 
ing, Sir David is only this; in plain 
terms, replied he, pertly, your lady is 


not the conſtant turtle you take her to 


be. TI had the honour to be in her 
bed-chamber laſt night, that's all, Sir 
David, and fo I wiſh you a good 
morning,--- N He 


* 
** 


* 
* 


* 
* 
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„He was then poſting towards the 
door, but I ſeized him by the ſhoul- 
der: ſtay, Sir, faid I, and be not in 
ſuch a hurry to purſue your journey. 
I then faſtened the door, and thus ad- 
dreſſed him. Lady Eleanor's charac- 
ter, Sir, 1s not to be trifled with, 
you mult, therefore, either fight im- 
mediately, or return with me to Pa- 


ris, and aſk her pardon, for having fo 
* wantonly blackened her reputation. 


Struck, with the peremptorineſs of 
my behaviour; he trembled from 
head to foot, and frankly confeſſed 
that lady Eleanor's character was un- 
blemithed, and that he had been pro- 
voked by diſappointment to inſpire 
me with jealouſy, After that decla- 
ration, he informed me, of the tranſ- 


actions at Mrs. Detour's: and hoped 
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«6 


CC. 


that, ſo honeſt a confeſſion, would be 
deemed ſatisfactory by 'me.—Your 
confeilion, replied J, as it was extort- 
ed by fear, is not compleatly ſatil- 


factory: you mult return to Paris 


with me, and before lady Eleanor, 
whom you have ſo much injured; de- 
clare that you are a.raſcal and a cow- 
ard — Theſe ſtinging words, did not 
ſeem to {it well upon his ſtomach: 
but as I looked fignificantly at a 
brace of piſtols, which lay on the ta- 
ble, he quickly conſented to move 
under ny direction, and is now walt- 


ing below.“ 


$6 15 he!“ ſaid the colonel, with alert- 


neſs, ** Then pray, Sir David, ſend for 


him, that I may have another kick 


X% a him.” - 


« He 
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« He ſhall certainly appear,” replied 


Sir David, “ but I beg, that I may 


% have the honour of correcting him, 


„by myſelf, for you have ſufficiently, 
„ chaſtized him.“ 


Mr. Brampton, then made, for the 


ſ:cond time, a very filly figure before 
lady Eleanor, and having obeyed the 


commands of Sir David, was diſqmiſſed 
with the ſame ignominious caſtigation, 


which he had received from the colonel. 


The remainder of the day was ſpent in 
lively chat, and innocent mirth; but 
Sir David, on the next Morning recetv- 


ed a letter from Scotland, which almoſt. 
diſtracted him. 
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ED — Ip2ne — Y : — — — 
— - — 8 — — Sms < 7. a - 
F - a Wa ** - 7 2 7 —_— Eng 0 — Þ — * 2 22 
4 * — — 4 
, 9 : 2 r 0 — — —_— — 
— * = reac - — 4 — | 
2 — MES bt — . WP Sy 3 — 4 
— — ts. = 3 - — — 
— 5 - 2 


by 


— 222 — 
5 O S 2 3 
- _- — * <& — SER — — Ty 
my e It pu Y 8 C 
8 & er & — A * 
K * 2 F =o * 
15 7 _ 2 5 Y = —_ « 
3 _ — 5 
- MEET wn „ccc 
JM Fw 3 


— 


—— 


1 MM 


IHE letter, which Sir David re- 
ceived from Scotland, came from 
the worthy miniſter who had married 
him, in order to inform him, that Glen- 
bucket, his ſteward, had made over his 
eſtate, by a . forged conveyance, to his 
enveterate enemy, major Glenorchy, and 
had abſconded with the money, which 
his villainy had acquired by it. 


The ceſſation of lady Eleanor's pen- 
hon, tho it was a very agreeable addi- 
5 tion 
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tion to the income anſing from Sir 
David's eſtate, made no change in their 
Nyle of living at Paris; but the contents 


of Mr. Drummond's letter, made a con- 


ſiderable retrenchment abſolute neceſla. 
Ty : wich tears in his eyes, did he com- 
municate thoſe contents to lady Eleanor. 
«© To what a melancholy condition, beſt 
« of women,” ſaid he, © have you been 
reduced, by being attached to me: 
had you never known me, you might 
* have been happy, happy in the duke's 
< eſteem, happy in the enjoyment of 
* the ſmiles of fortune | O my dear lady 
% Eleanor,” continued he, O my 
* poor children; how my heart bleeds 
&« for ye all at this inſtant; what ſhall I do 
* for your comfortable ſupport, which 
*© way ſhall I turn myſelf to procure a 
decent ſubſiſtance? thy man who 
N 4 4 66 ante 


My amiable iid » replied lady 
Eleanor, on his pauſing, “do not be ſo 
much dejected at-this ſudden alteration 
in your circumſtances, nor give your- 
ſelf up to ſuch gloomy thoughts upon 
the emptineſs of friendſhip. Our af. 
* fairs are not yet deſperate, thank 
There is money enough! 
leſt out 1 the: laſt payment of my pen- 


6. 


f Hon! 
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wants friends, ſeldom finds any: 
friends only are plenty, only ſwarm 
around you, when their aid is not ſoli- 
in the trying hour of ſolicita- 
tion, their looks are no longer the 
looks of kindneſs, their language is no 
more the language of aſſection: 
avert their eyes from you, as if like a 


cited: 


baſſiliſc, you would faſcinate them 
with a glance.“ — 


« fon 


they 
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« fon, and. out of your laſt remittance 
from Scotland, to make a ſtand againſt 
the world; for ſome time: but you 
will not, I hope, think me too proud, 
when I tell you, that I ſhall be hurt | 


La) 


c 


4 


"A 


4 


* 


« by leſſening my appearance in a place, a 
where nothing but appearance is 0 
“ ſtudied.” | c 
— To ſtay in no place, my deareſt 40 
life, ſhall I ever defire you, againſt W£W « 


your inclination :—and our departure 
from this place, will be highly proper 
on many accounts, — To remain inac- © 
« tive, when ſuch a ſcene of villany has iſ «, 
<< been tranſacted againſt me, would be 
«c. reproachable in the greateft degree; ©. 
* and I ſhould indeed, deſerve. to loſe © : 
„„the eſtate, which has been wreſted 
from me by violence; if I took no 

8 * *« meaſure 


% meaſures to recover it: but as the re- 


« leſs I can prove the illegality of the 
© conveyance of it, to the major, by the 


« iniquity of my ſteward; and as all the 
„ {ums, which J am poſſeſſed of, will be 


« I am ſure, inſufficient for the ſupport 
«* ofa law-ſuit, without which that ille- 
gality can never be proved; I muit, 
« tho? I have ſo little faith in friendſhip, 


« prompted by prudence, try whether 


* thoſe, who have profeſſed to be my 


friends, will, on the expoſure of my 


** wants, ſupply them, or by a profuſion of 
« courtly excuſes, confirm me in my noti · 
* ons, concerning the inſincerity of man- 
*. kind. Let us therefore, make immedi- 
e ate . preparations for our return to Scot- 
« land; whenthey are finiſhed, I willopen 


the true ſituation of my affairs to the few 


Vor. II, G 6 friends 
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covery of it is not to be expected, un- 
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friends of mine here, and then, what- 


* ever is the reſult of that diſcove- 


„ ry, we will ſet off without delay: 
« if they do not flinch in the trial, we 
-* ſhall ſet off with the more Pattering 
«« proſpects; if they dy, we Hall not be 
* ſorry to leave them.“ 


Lady Eleanor, being very well pleal- 
ed with Sir David's intentions, prepara- 
tions were made with the utmoſt dit- 
patch: Mrs. Elphinſtone, only, was 
acquainted with their propoſed return to 
Scotland, and the occaſion of it ; who, 
tho' the grieved that their embarraſſed 
affairs, rendered ſo ſpeedy a departure 
neceſſary, was glad to accompany them, 
as ſhe very much longed to ſee a huſband 
whom ſhe loved with uncommon affec- 
tion. 


When 
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When every thing was ready for their 
ſetting off, Sir David made vifits, to ſe- 
veral gentlemen of fortune, with whom 
he had been upon an intimate footing, 
and whom he had frequently entertained 
at his houfe, in order to lay open the 
true ſtate of his affairs to them; hoping, 
by ſo doing, to make them warmly inte- 
" reſted in his favour, —They all expreſſed 
a- the greateſt concern, for the injury which 
| he had ſuſtained ; but all pleaded their 
1nability, to furniſh him with the ſums 
which he wanted, 
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His viſit to Sir Archibald, he reſerved 
for the laſt; being willing to flatter him- 
felf, that he ſhould not be diſappoined in 
his expectations, from a man, from whom 
he had received many proofs of a friendly 


diſpoſition towards him, —He had indeed 
hen G 2 found 
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found Sir Archibald, very ſerviceable to 
him on many occaſions; but he had ne- 
ver made an attack, upon his' pocket. 


Sir Archibald was very friendly with 
his pen, and his tongue, no body more 
ſo: and he certainly, by writing 
and ſpeaking, did a great deal of 
good; for he was a ſenſible ſhrewd 
man, and alto a reſpectable character; 
but he was very: loth to part with bis 
money.— When Sir David, therefore, 
waited on him, to unboſom himſelf, 
he heard him relate his diſtreſſes pa- 
tiently, and then, ſqueezing him hear- 
tily by the hand; faid,, « My dear 
„ Sir David, I have liſtened to your 
affecting narrative, with no {mall at- 
tention ; tis a very affecting one, and 
„ really 1 that your ſteward de- 


«K ſerves 


66 
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„ ſerves to be crucified :—1I have, you 


„ know, been always ready to do all 
« the little ſervices for you, in my pow- 
er; and will now with real pleaſure, 
« lend yon what aſſiſtance I can.” 


Sir David, having received mortifying 
refuſals at his former viſits, felt himſelf 


| fo elevated by the readineſs which Sir 
Archibald expreſſed, to aſſſt him, at fo 
critical a time, that he poured out his 


acknowledgments to him in a copious 


= ſtream; aſſured him, © That he ſhouldever 
remember the civilities for which he 
Vas indebted to him, with gratitude and 


ſatis faction; and added, that what 


« ever ſum he choſe to advance towards 


.«« carryingon the proſecution againſt Gle- 


« norchy, ſhould be returned, with am- 
ple intereſt, when he recovered his 
G 3 0 eſtate 
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* eſtate, not doubting ; but that he 
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* ſhould be able to prove the illegality 


6 


of the conveyance, when his cauſe was 
brought to a fair trial.“ 


With a harder ſqueeze, but without 


zuy alteration in his countenance, Sir 
Archibald replied, Why, Sir David, 


ci 
cc 
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as I have a great friendſhip for you, I 


will tell you the truth; I lend money 


to no man ; | would not lend money, 
to my own Brother, tho' I would ſup- 


port him if he was in a ftate of indi- 


gence.— But I will ſpeak to all my 
friends here, 1n your behalf, and write 
to all thoſe who are at a diſtance, ſo 
that we ſhall, I hope, raiſe a ſum a- 
mong us, nn to enable Hank to 


6 "ny your point.” 


| 


Sir 


1 


5 5 
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Sir David was ſo much thacked to 


find himſelf deceived in his opinion con- 


cerning Sir Archibald's friendſhip for 
him, that he could hardly utter an an- 
iwer, to his frigid ſpeech : he muſtered 
up reſolution enough, however, to tell 
him, „ That his beſt endeavours to 


ſerve him, would be entitled to his 
„ beſt thanks,” and then left him, ex- 


tremely hurt by his diſappointment, 


The dejection which appeared in his 
countenance, when he returned to lady 
Eleanor, fully convinced that amiable 
woman, and excellent wife ; that he had 


been an unſucceſsful ſollicitor: but as 


ſne had always looked upon Sir Archi- 
bald in a different light, from the com- 
mon profeſſors of friendſhip, who are 
impertinently officious in offering their 

| G 4 aſſiſtance 
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æſſiſtance to thoſe who do not ſtand in 
need of their ſervices, ſhe was willing to 
ſuppoſe, that he had not met with him in 
his rounds.—Finding, upon enquiry 
that Sir Archibald was as loth to part 
with his money, as the reſt whom he 
had ſollicited ; ſhe fell back in her chair, 
burit into tears, and ſaid, © We are 
then doomed to be unfortunate. —Sir 
4 Archibald's unkindneſs, is a blow in- 
** deed, which I did not expect.“ - But 
rocollecting herſelf, immediately, Let 
„% me not, however,” continued ſhe, 
too haſtily condemn him; for he acted 
« a moſt friendly part, in prevailing on 
c the duke to approve of our marriage, 
«- and the ſubſequent change in my bro- 
<«« ther's diſpoſition, by the baſe arts of 
our enemies, ought not to cancel our 
obligations to Sir Archibald.” 

« Diſappointed 


A 


Fe 


«c 
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_ «© Diſappointed as I am, my dear 
„lady Eleanor,“ ſaid Sir David, I 
am ready to acknowledge my obliga- 
„ tions to Sir Archibald; who, on re- 
&« flection, may perhaps, be very ſer- 
« viceable to me in his own way, that 


cc 


| is, without advancing any money : by 


ur integrity; we ſhall certainly be reward- 
ed either in this world, or a better.“ 
„ a" Sir 


' « whatever means he ſuccours us, we 

. « ſhall certainly be equally obliged to 

a „% him; and I hope that all- powerful 

t « Heaven, who knows our innocence, 

t « and our integrity will blaſt the deſigns 

„ of thoſe, who rejoice in having plan- | 

d * ned our ruin.“ | 

" | 10 ll 

e, « I hope ſo too, my dear,” ſaid lady bf 

= Eleanor, and am thoroughly ſatisfied 1 

of that if we preſerve our innocence, and 4 | 
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Sir David, charmed with the piety, 
as well as juſtnels of her ſentiments, ten- 
derly embraced her; and told her with 
tears of fondneſs in his. eyes, that while 
he was blefied with ſo exemplary a wife, 


the world could not make him com- 


pleatly wretched. — 


Lady Eleanor, before ſhe lefr Paris, 
wrote a letter to Mrs. Weddeburn, at 
the Spa, to acquaint her with the cauſe 
of her departure from that city, ſooner 
than ſhe intended; and concluded, with 
hoping, that they ſhould have a happy 
meeting, in their native country. 


Nothing remarkable happened to Sir 
David, and his companions before their 
embarkation at Calais; but before their 


arrival in England, they had ſufficient 


reaſon 


ſea 
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reaſon to wiſh themſelves, ſafely diſem- 
barked : for when they were about half 
over, a furious ſtorm, not only drove the 
veſſel, far wide off the port, to which 
they were bound; but made all thoſe 
who were concerned in- the navigation of 
it, apprehenſive that they ſhould never 
jet their feet upon land again.— 


While the tempeſt raged, while the 
waves roſe mountains high, and whule a 
wreck, ſeemed inevitable ; lady Eleanor 
betrayed no figns of fear, or of uneaſi- 
neſs on her own account; but ſhe felt 


teverely for her huſband, her children, 


and her friend. 


Sir David, tho' not apt to be ſick at 
fea, and tho' he had made ſeveral voy- 
zges in rough weather, without being 

afflicted 
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afflicted by them, was ſo much diſorder- ſt 
ed by the violent agitation of the ſhip t 
violent to a degree not to be deſcribed, IM th 
that he was deemed to be in a dangerous MW 1a 
condition-—By his alarming illneſs, by ©: 
Mrs. Elphinſtone's diſtracting fears, and by WW ir 
the piercing cries of her poor children, 
who had never before been in fo convulſed 
a ſituation 3 lady Eleanor was afieQed in 
ſuch a manner, that her own health be- 
came conſiderably injured. 


ca 
v 


th 


. . 1 1 St 
But in the midſt of all her corporea I rer 
pain, and mental anguiſh, her truſt in 
providence remained unabated, and pre- 
vented her from ſinking under the pret- I bir 
{ure of her woes. bai 
| | myo 

When they had been dreadfully toft cr 
about, near eight and forty hours, the I ned 

ſtorm} 
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form ſubſided; but a briſk gale, driving 
them towards the weſtern coaſt, they 
thought themſclves very happy, in being 
landed ſafely at Portſmouth ; tho' with 
only as many valuables, conſiſting of 
j-wels, notes, and money, as they could 
carry 1a their pockets, their baggage ha- 
ving been thrown over: board to lighten 
the ſhip. 


At Portſmouth, the continuation of 
Stir David's indiſpoſition, obliged him to 
remain ſo long, that the diminution of his 
lice finances, ariſing, from his family 
ad phyſical expences, began to alarm 
bim; and to render him very uneaſy : 
but he was the more alarmed, and the 
more uneaſy ; becauſe he plainly per- 
czrved that lady Eleanor's health decli- 
ned every day, and that the ill fate of 

his 
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his health, together with the untoward 
fituation of their affairs, almoſt over pow- 
ered her ſpirits, tho? ſhe ſtrove to keep 
them up before kim. The many tender, 
and conjugally affectionate ſcenes, which 
paſſed between them, till they were wel 
enough to undertake their long journey; i * 
would ſhake the moſt obdurate heart, and 
draw tears from the marble eyes of in- J 
ſenſibility. 0 


When they had been at Portſmouth I * 
about fix weeks, finding themſelves both b 
ſo far recovered as to be able to travel; P 
Sir David, and lady Eleanor, with theit 
children; Mrs. Elphinſtone, and her ſer- 
vant; and only three ſervants, two maids, ** 
and a man, having reduced the number 
of their domeſtics, upon the receipt of 
Mr, Drummond's letter; ſet out to- 


ward 


th 
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4 wards the north,and arrived in a few days, 
I by eaſy journies, at York; without meet- 
ep ing with any perſonal diſaſter, upon the 
er, road; but unfortunately, when the ſeat cf 


ch of the coach was ſearched, for the box, 
en »hich lady Eleanor had purchaſed a 
mort time before her departure from 
and Portſmouth, (for the conveyance of the 
in. ie wels, and the few remaining notes, and 
other things Which ſhe did not care to 
loſe; and which, would, ſhe thought, be 
duch ſafer out of her pockets, as they might 
both be rifled by needy highwaymen) in no 


vel: Part of it did it appear. 

3 

theit 

r ſer- It was in the duſk of an evening, in 


aids, autumn, when they arrived at York. 
Lady Eleanor, had with her own hands, put 
the box into the ſear, in the morning, and 
was therefore the more ſurpriſed, ar the 


1015 
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loſs of it : and the coach had only been, 
vacated while they were at dinner. The 
coachman was roundly interrogated upon 
the occaſion, but no account of it could 
be extracted from him ; he was indeed 
violently ſuſpected, from the pert ſurlineſs 
of his behaviour, either at having com- 
mitted the robbery himſelf, or, of having 
connived at the commiſſion of it, while 
they were at dinner: but, as no witneſſes 
could be produced, to confront him ; 
they could not hope to receive any ſatiſ- 
faction, by bringing a formal accuſation 
againſt him : he had not been charged, 
with the care of the box; lady Eleanor 
had undertaken the care of it herſelf; he 
was really, therefore, not anſwerable for 
the appearance of it. Sir David, how. 
ever threatened the fellow ſeverely, when 
he found, that fair words had no eſſect 

upon 


E. ADN @UA L1TI gf 


upon him; but he was equally unmo- 


ved, by menaces and mild ſpeeches, and 


perfiſted in declaring that he knew no- 
thing of the matter, 


- Obliged, therefore, to give up the 
box, Sir David left the inn, at which 
they had alighted, in order to ſee whe- 
ther, he could have apartments ſufficient 
for his family, and his fellow traveller; 
at the houſe, in which he had been very 
agreeably accommodated; when he wait- 
ed for lady Eleanor's arrival from Scot- 
land. He was happy to find that Mrs. 
Twiſdale, had room for himſelf, and fa- 


mily; and was only ſorry that Mrs. El- 


phinſtone, could not alſo be lodged 


with them: but as Mrs. Twiſdale told 
him, that a neighbour of her's, had a 
bed-chamber and parlour, unoccupied, 
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he returned to the inn, not a little pleaſ- 
ed, with the thoughts of lodging his a- 
miable friend, ſo near his amiable wife; 
as the latter, received great conſolation, 


in the midit of her diſtreſſes, from the 


chearſul ſociety, and little . aſſi- 
duities of the former. 


Sir David, was induced to ſtop at 
Vork; becauſe, upon calculating the ex- 
pences, with which the remainder of his 
journey would be certainly attended, he 
found himſelf not in a condition to de- 
fray them; and becauſe, he thought it 
more prudent to ſtay with his old land- 
lady, till he had received anſwers to 
the letters, which he intended to write 
to Scotland; of whole readineſs to give 
him credit, he was pretty well aſſured; 
if he ſhould be reduced to the laſt gui- 


pea 
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nea: then to run the riſque of being em- 
barrafſed, in a place where he was to- 
tally unknown, and where he could not 
reaſonably expect to be ſupplied with z 
reinforcement. 


With theſe reflections rolling in his 
mind, he returned to the inn, to com- 
municate the reſult of his viſit to Mrs. 
Twiſdale, to lady Eleanor and Mrs. 
Elphiaſtone, who were perfectly con- 
tented with it, 

While they were all preparing to take 
poſſeſſion of their new apartments, it 
will be neceſſary to acquaint my readers 
with what paſſed at Mrs. Twiſdale's ; 
becauſe the principal perſons in this 
hiſtory, met with new adventures in her 
houſe ; too intereſting to be omitted. | 

H 2 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Twiſdale, tho' ſhe received Sir 
David with her uſual ſmirking civility, 
and expreſſed a great deal of joy at ſee- 
ing him again, was not the woman with 
whom he lodged, before his expedition 
to France ; for ſhe was then, from a long 
acquaintance with him, ſo far attached 
to him, that ſhe would have done any 
thing to ſerve him, in her ſphere of 
life; and at his departure, loaded the 
air with wiſhes, for his happineſs : hut 
he now appeared to her in another light, 
and the was urged by motives, merely 
mercenary, to let her apartments to 
him. 


During his reſidence at France, 2 
neice of her's had been married to Glen- 
bucket, his ſteward; and they were 
actually in the houſe, when he came to 


enquire: 


LAD Yo QUALITY. 


enquire for lodgings: but her nephew, 


having, before Sir David's arrival, in- 


treated her to admit him without heſi- 


tation, if he called upon her, on his re- 


turn to Scotland; for particular reaſons: 
Mrs. Twiſdale gladly informed him, 
that ſhe had apartments at his ſervice. 


As ſoon as Sir David was gone out 
of the houſe, Mrs. Twiſdale acquainted 
her nephew, with the tranſactions which 
had paſſed between them.—“ Very well, 
my good aunt,” ſaid he,.“ very well: 
my Betſy then, and I muſt decamp 
immediately.“ 


The aunt and the nephew, having then 
concerted, what meaſures to take; the 
latter removed with his wife, to a rela- 
tion, who lived at no great diſtance. 
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When Sir David returned, with lady 
Eleanor and the children, Mrs, Twiſ⸗ 
dale was ready to over power the one 
with kindneſs, and to devour the other 
with kiſſes.— Sweet pretty babes,” cried 
the, alternately taking them in her arms, 
I never ſaw ſuch charming little 
« rogues—Ah | bleſſings on them; 
& they are your own, Pll take my oath, 
« for they are as like you both as ever 
they can ſtare.” | 


The blooming boys by their innocent 
ſmiles, ſeemed to be very well pleaſed 
with the douceurs, which were laviſhed 
upon them by Mrs. Twiſdale; and their 
dclighted parents, could not help feel- 
ing themſelves moſt agreeably affected 
by her effuſions, thrice happy in imagi- 


ning 
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ning, that they were as ſincere, as they 
were exuberant. 


When they had been about ten days 
at their lodgings, Sir David received a 
letter from Mr, Drummond, and another 
from Mr. Elphinſtone, which made both 
him and lady Eleanor, very deſirous to 
purſue their journey to Scotland, Mr. 
Drummond's, firſt came to his hands, I 
ſhall in the firſt place give a copy of it. 


To Sir David S —, Bart, 


Edinburgh. 
5 1 Am glad to find, good Sir David, 


* that you are got ſo far on your 


return to this part of the world, and 


hope that you will not think of making 
*% long ſtay at York ; becauſe your 
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66 


preſence here, will, Lam apt to be- 
lieve, greatly contribute towards the . 


reſtitution of your rights. Lou are 
under no {mall obligations, let me tell 
you, to Sir Archibald Selkirk, for ha- 


ving ſent letters to all his friends; who 


had it in their power to be ſerviceable 


* to you ; with many of whom I have 
the honour to be acquainted, and do 
aſſure you, that they are ready to ſup- 
port you with their purſes, and only 


wiſh for your appearance among them, 
that they may teſtify their regard for 
you, more ſubſtantially than by words; 
ſeveral of my particular friends, alſo 
have the ſame withes for the ſame 
ends: ſo that, you will, I doubt not, 


if juſtice has not taken her flight from 
* us, for ever, be able to procure an e- 


jectment againſt the major, who has 


© made 


40 
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6“ made a great many enemies, by his 
iniq uitous and moſt impudent pro- 
„ ceedings. i 


* Your worthy friend, (and I may 
venture to call him mine) Mr. El- 
« phinſtone, called on me ſome time ago, 
e and made me very unhappy, by in- 
forming me of the duke's amazing 
» weakneſs, in giving ear to the vile 
inſinuations, with regard to the con- 
nections between you and good lady 


* 


* Eleanor, and of his cruelty in cutting 
off her penſion; but to convince the 


c 
La) 


duke, that your connections were in 
the higheſt degree honourable ; I gave 
Mr. Elphinſtone à copy of the certi- 
ficate of your marriage, and if he, af 
ter the peruſal of it, remains bigotted 
to the infamous tales of the blacken- 

| | ing 
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& ing brood about him, he muſt be of 
«& a complexion uncommonly perverſe. 


I am, good Sir David, with my 
* beſt reſpects to lady Eleanor, 
&© Your ever faithful friend, 
„% and humble ſervant, 
% ALEXANDER DRUMMOND,” 


« P. &. Iam glad that the little ones 
a thrive. —Pray make haſte, — 


Mr. Elphinſtone's letter, contained 
the following lines. 


= 


To Sir David S————, Bart. 


- Dear Sir David, Edinburgh. | *© 
Am- heartily rejoiced to find that * 
«« you are ſo much nearer this city, | © 
5 "than I imagined you to be: I was juſt 
66 making 


ed 
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& making preparations to pay my re- 


cc 


* ry to lay them aſide ; becauſe we ſhall 
] hope, meet ſoon in the old houſe a- 


gain, and be as merry in it as ever we 


** were in our lives. Drummond is a 
good creature, you cannot conceive 
how much he was affected, when I told 
* him, how injuriouſly you and lady 
« Eleanor had been treated, in conſe- 
« quence of the duke's aſtoniſhing cre- 
« dulity.—He wept, and for ſome mo- 
% ments, could not tell me the concern, 
which he felt, on your and lady Elea- 
nor's account. —T could dwell longer 
* with pleaſure, on his humane behavi- 
« our, by which the miniſter and man 
te appeared to equal advantage, but I 

„ am 


1 
- 
— — — 


ſpects to you at Paris, when your letter 
© was delivered to me, and am not ſor- 
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«© am more inclined to communicate 


** more chearful tidings. 0 
os 

After having received a copy of the 8 
certificate of your marriage, which he q 
* gave to me, with a thouſand warm « 
6c 


* withes for the removal of all your 
«© uneafineſſes; praying moſt fervently 4 
* that it might make a proper impreſh- 

* on on the duke's mind, and render it 
open to conviction ; I went boldly to Il « 
ee work for you, and preſented myſelf © 
at the Caftle—As I was rather a new 
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2 — 
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1 | 

| object to the porter, who guarded the 
ll „gate, my errand was not ſuſpected; Il © 
0 % and as ] did not make a beggarly ap- I « 
I * pearance, I was firſt admitted and af- I © | 
| p 

| ** terwards announced, 4 
bi 71 
. * 
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14 / 
lh The 


"he 


LADY or QUALITY. 109 


«© The duke received me like a ſtran- 
ger, but like a ſtranger who was en- 
titled to a polite reception; and when 
he had deſired me to be ſeated, beg- 
ged to be informed upon what occa- 
fon, he was honoured with a vifit 
from a gentleman, whom he but juſt 
knew by ſight. 


As I am not fond of beating about 


66 


the buſh, I came to the point at 
once; but in order to facilitate the 
admiſſion of remorſe into his heart, I 


threw out ſome pretty ſtrong compli- 
ments to his humanity, generoſity, 


and ſome other virtues which he ac-" 


tually poſſeſſes; tho' he has been 


ſo ſhamefully duped by a pack of de. 


ſigning people, envious of your con- 


Jo Nt felicity. 


> My 
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My compliments were not thrown 
% away; the duke bowed, ſmiled, and 
& ſeemed to reliſn them prodigiouſly,— 
The buſineſs which is well begun, is, 
* according to the antient adage, half 
„ done: I, therefore, tho I have not 
*« an implicit faith in all the pithy ſen- 
„ tences of our fore-fathers, pleaſed 
« myſelf with thinking, that as the ice 


© was ſo happily broken, I ſhould ſlide ; 
on ſucceſsfully, to the * e [ . 
& had in view. | 

' © I then informed him, that my er- 5 
« rand was entirely to make a man with W _ 
* ſuch amiable diſpoſitions happy, by WW. 
< removing the unreaſonable prejudices, 2 
** which he had entertained againſt two W 


*© people, who had done nothing to 
* deſerve kis diſpleaſure.— He ſtarted 
| «c a 
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a little; but I went on, and told him 
„that I was juſt arrived from Paris, 
« where I had left lady Eleanor and 


YSEIIIIIOGIEE Oh gmt . . ou en te ey eee nm en 
- IE l . — as < P, 
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« you, very uneaſy, and full of ſur- 
, . ha 7 
j prize, at the receipt of his laſt letter; 


— ͤ—(Ä.— 
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e as ye had not merited his reſent- 
* ment. 
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Not merited my reſentment,“ cried 
jo he, „ haſtily, are you then come, Sir, 
** to defend their criminal connections 
„with each other ?— 
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+ I replied with compoſure, that I 
*« was certainly come to defend your 
connections with each other, becauſe 
'« I knew that they were n criminal, —l 
laid ſo great a ſtreſs upon the word 
not, that the duke ſtarted again, and 

aſked 
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* aſked me by what authority I ſpoke 
“with ſo much preſumption. 


« ] then told him that I was aſſured 
of your marriage, becauſe I was pre- 
«* ſent at the ceremony. 


« He looked, as if he queſtioned the 
* truth of that aſſertion; but he look- 
ed alſo at the ſame, as if he thought, . 
that I did not look like a man, that 6 
« would advance a palpable falſhood 
„ with ſo much earneſtneſs ;—he was 
therefore, under an embarraſſment, 
„ which I conſidered as a favourable 
* circumſtance, and followed my blow i c. 
c immediately, by producing the cer- 1 
«« tificate. "2 | 
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At the ſight of that deciſive paper, 


he appeared like a man who had been 
long attached, to a favourite mode of 
thinking ; and who is aſhamed to own 
himſelf in the wrong: tho' he feels 
that he has been nouriſhing a train of 
errors in his mind. bud 


« With pleaſure, with pity I per- 
ceived his increaſing embarraſſment, 
and finding by his looks, that he con- 
demned himſelf, for having acted with 


ſo much heat and precipitation, in an 


affair which required the greateſt can- 


dour and circumſpection. I left him 
to ruminate, on the indiſputable proof 
of your innocence, and your honour : 


I left him, in ſhort, fo much confound- 
ed at what he had heard and ſeen, 
that you and lady Eleanor will, I 


« At: You. IL. 1 « firmly 
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« firmly believe, meet with a kind re- 0 
| * ception at the Caſſle, to which, you , 
« will, I hope make quick approaches, 
1 | 6 
1 « Wiſhing moſt fincerely,. that you x 
| þ « may defeat all the malicious machina- N 
1 « tions of your enemies; be reſtored to 7 
| the duke's eſteem; recover your eſtate, 5 
1 and live long in a ſtate of . 5 
1 F ed happineſs, I remain, " 
ll + My dear Sir David, 1 
1 66 your, and lady Eleanor's 
4 true friend and truſty humble 
i * ſervant, | Ed 
| 1 _* Janes ELleninsrone,” If !0l: 
ane 
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„ you will have the ſatisfaction to ſee 
„both him and your faithleſs, infamous 
« ſteward, Glenbucket, puniſhed with 
„ the utmoſt ſeverity.—I am quite 
charmed with the behaviour of Sir 
* Archibald.—Ser off, my dear friend, 
upon the receipt of this letter, and 
and travel to us in the moſt expediti- 
e ous manner; for I and all your friends 
here, are impatient to behold you 
« again.” ee, ee | 


The peruſal of the two letters from 
Edinburgh, adminiſtered no ſmall con- 
folation to Sir David and lady Fleanor, 
under their uneaſineſſes; and filled their 
boſoms; with fluttering hopes: Mrs. El- 
phinſtone, received by the ſame poſt, a 
very affectionate epiſtle from her huſ- 
band, which gave her true delight; as ſhs 

b 12 had 
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had long wiſhed to hear from him; and 
as ſhe ſincerely ſympathiſed with her 
friends upon every occaſion, the letters 


which were ſo animating to them, were 
not much leſs ſo to herſelf, - | 
4 


By the ſame poſt, alſo, Glenbucket | * 
received the following letter, from major G 
Glenorchy. | | 1 F 


To Mr. Donald 'Glenbucket,"' ature. i « 
Twildale's, in — — Tork. a 10 
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6 —, near — 
% Dear Donald, 

Have Juſt. heard that Sir David in 
14 8 „is at Tork, on his re- he 
« turn to Scotland, and you may be If fu 
« ſure that I am not pleaſed at ſuch in- FF crc 
« relligence; you muſt contrive ſome |} de 
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* means to prevent his journey hither; 
for his friends, and they are a formi- 
dable corps; are ſo determined to ſup- 
port him againſt me: that if he makes 
„his appearance here, I ſhall certainly 

* be thrown out of the ſaddle If the 
et « forgery is detected, we ſhall be in a 
of * curſed condition. —Set your wits there- 


. ME acapos 
- 
Lay 


fore, to work immediately, my dear 

** Donald, to render the plots which are 

rs. MY © hatching againſt us, abortive, and be- 
„ lieve me to be your's, 

* RENNET GLENOꝶRCV .“ 


Mrs. Twiſdale, who happened to take 
vid in all the above letters herſelf, thought 
re- berſelf in high luck, when ſhe ſaw the 
be ſuperſcription to the laſt; which ſhe ſe- 
1in- cretted directly: and ſoon aſterwards 
ome delivered it to her nephew, with her own 
cans I - I 3 hands 
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hands, being afraid, that if ſhe entruſted 
it to the care of any of her ſervants, thoſe 
belonging to Sir David might poſſibly 
get a fight of it, and put their maſter in- 
to an alarmed fituation, 


Glenbucket, as ſoon as he had read 
the contents of the major's letter, thank- 
ed his aunt repeatedly, for her ſecrecy 
and diſpatch; and after having remained 
for ſome time in a collected attitude, gave 
her inſtructions how to act upon the inte: 
reſting occaſion; ** which would not,” 
he faid, „admit of any delay.“ 


Flattered with the agreeable proſpedi+ 
which fancy preſented to them; Sir David 
and lady Eleanor, made preparations with 


great pleaſure, for their removal from 
York. | 


In 
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In the dead of that night, which they 
had intended for their laſt in that city, 


Sir David was ſuddenly awaked by a tap- 
ping at the chamber door, and imagin- 


ing that Gregory was come to call him, 


according to the orders which he had re- 
ceived, pulled up the bolt, but was ex- 
tremely ſurprized at the entrance of a 
couple of ill looking fellows ; who told 
him in a very preremptory manner, that 
he mult dreſs himſelf immediately, and 
go along with tem; adding, that if he 


made any noiſe, they wonld blow his 


brains out. 


Sir David, finding that they had it in 
their power to carry their threats into ex- 
ecution, deemed it more prudent to com- 
ply with their commands, than to en- 
flame them by oppoſition: without diſ- 


1 turbing 
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.turbing lady Eleanor, therefore, who 
ſlept ſoundly by his ſide, he - roſe and 
huddled on his things ; hoping by a ſub- 

miſſive behaviour to thoſe, who, appear- 
ing upon a nearer view to. be bailiffs; 
had, he ſuppoſed, arreſted him by miſ- 
take, to ſee her ſoon again: as he doubt- 
ed not, but that he ſhould be releaſed, 
when they were undeceived —And he 
was the more inclined to be eaſy upon 
lady Eleanor's account; as the diiturb- 
ers of his repoſe, behaved very civilly to 
him when they found him not refrac- 
tory, and deſired him not to foil the gen- 
tewoman's nap. | | 


In about an hour after the ſeizure of 
Sir David, lady Eleanor awaked ; but 
how ſhall I deſcribe the ſituation of her 
mind, when turning, to look fondly at 

| her 
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her dear companion, and to breathe a. 
fervent prayer to heaven for his ſafety} 
ſhe only ſaw his pillow. —Starting from 
her own, ſhe threw open the curtain, 
in a hurry ; and not beholding him in a- 
ny part of the room, rang the bell furi- 
ouſly to know what had occaſioned ſo ex- 
traordinary an event. She rang ſeveral 
times, but to no purpoſe ; not a creature 
ſtirred to give her any information. 


Unable to bear the torture of ſuſpence, 
the roſe, hurried by a thouſand tender 
tears, went directly to the garret in which 
her maids flept, and thundered at the 
door, as if ſhe would break it to pieces: 


but all her knocking was ineffectual; at 


length, when ſhe had. been employed 
near a quarter of an hour, Gregory made 
his appearance half aſleep, and cried in 

a tremulous 
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a tremulous tone H— n's, madam 
< what's the matter? 


Where is your maſter, - Gregory?“ 
ſaid ſhe, looking wildly and ſpeaking 
eagerly. 


Gregory, not being able to give a ſatiſ- 
factory anſwer, * He has been carried 
off then, by villains,” continued ſhe, 
burſting into tears, and I ſhall never 
$ ſee him again,” | 5 


When ſhe had uttered that ſpeech; b 
which tho' ſhort, ſtrongly expreſſed the 
anguiſh of her ſoul; ſhe deſcended the 
ſtairs, having ſent Gregory before her to 
examine every part of the houſe, below; 
from a ſudden conjecture, that his maſ- | 
ter might have been taken ſo ill, as to 

: be 


"LADY os QUALITY. 123 


be rendered incapable of returning to his 
room. 0 


Juſt as ſhe arrived at the ſecond floor; 
8 Mrs. Twiſdale opened the door of her 
chamber, and with wondering accents 
begged to know what had brought her 
f- ladyſhip there in the middle of the 
ed night, | 


e, | il 

er “Oh, madam,” ſaid lady Eleanor, | 
] cannot find Sir David; I have ſent | I 
« my man to examine the lower part of i 

ch; © the houſe; and if he is not there, ſme | | 

ne © of his enemies have certainly convey- 1 

the ed him from my fond arms, and have 

„formed perhaps, cruel deſigns again 

W © his Precious life.— That thought is 

a Y + madneſs,” - „ 
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Lady Eleanor, if ſhe had not been ſo 
engroſſed by her reflections upon Sir Da- 
vid's fate, would have drawn no favour- 


able concluſions, from the appearance of 
Mrs. Twiſdale; who had all the cloaths 


on with which ſhe retired to her cham- 


ber: ſhe had not indeed, made the leaſt 
alteration in her dreſs; Which no altera- 
tion, will be accounted for hereafter. . 


Tou amaze. me, madam,” replied 
Mrs. Twiſdale, with an aſtoniched aſpect, 


how could they get in; for I am ſure 


© the doors were all locked, bolted and 
« barred, when I came up ſtairs: I al- 
« ways ſee that every thing 1s ſafe with 
© my own eyes; and 1 wonder, how they 
% could get in, without my hearing 
'* them; for I have pretty quick ears.“ 


© | 4 
\ . -*%} 


Tis 


FLOW 
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-- 'Tis hard to ſay, how long Mrs. Twiſ- 

dale would have run on; if the return of 

Gregory, had not taken off lady Elzanor's 
atttention from her. 


. % Well, Wy 3 


- | 
i 600 My maſter is no where below, 
„ madam,” | 


d Oh! Mrs. Twiſdale, then he is 

| & certainly in the hands of his enemies, 
and I am the moſt wretched woman in 
* the world,” 


( | Having thus ſaid; the went back to 
her chamber; flung herſelf into an armed 
chair which ſtood by the bed-ſide, and 
Wt quite ſtupified by her ſevere” ſorrow, 
ind totally at a lofs to know what mea- 
ſores to take for the diſcovery of thoſe 
who 
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who had dragged away her amiable huſ- 


band from her. 


While ſhe ſat plunged in thought, but 


thinking to no end; ſounds from an ad- 


joining room, rouſed all the mother in her 
breaſt, and doubled the miſery of the wife: 
inſtantly recollecting that her ſweet 


children ſlept there, ſhe moved towards 
it, and found them both awake; fitting | 


down upon the bed, ſhe hung over them 
full of maternal affection, kiſſed them al- 


ternately, and bathed their little faces 


with her tears. —By turns they circled 
her neck, as if they could grow to it; 
crying out, Oh! dear mama, mama; 
* where's papa ?—where's papa. 


Melted by their winnin >endearments; 


the ardent repetition of the word, mama, 


ſhot 


S XY 2 25 
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ſhot thrilling tranſports into her tender 
boſom; but their enquiries after their 
papa, pulled her back to a ſtrong ſenſe 

; of her affliction, the anguiſh which thoſe 


endearments had numbed. 


The complicated ſenſations, which ſhe 
ö then felt, were ſo very painful, that 


ber intellects were almoſt 1 by 
S8 chem. | 
N 

I Sorrowing in the moſt touching man- 


ener, over her lovely children, lady Elea- 
> nor's maid-ſervants, whom ſhe could 
rot wake with all the noiſe which ſhe 
had made, found her ; and were fo much 
affected at the melancholy fight, 1 
they could n not  refram from tears, 


- 


x 
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Good girls,“ ſaid ſhe, turning to. 
wards them, as they approached her, © to 
be ſo. intereſted in my ſufferings. 1] 
% am now ſupremely wretched.— 


Fearing that ſhe would really be depri- 
ved of her. ſenſes, from what ſhe after- 
wards added, if ſhe remained with her 
children, they endeavoured to turn her 
attention from them, by perſuading her 
to queſtion Mrs. Twiſdale very cloſely 
concerning the adventure of the night ; 
telling her, they had ſome reaſon to im- 
agine that ſhe was privy to the tranſacti- 
on of it; as they had obſerved her to be 
in a violent agitation, during the whole 
evening, and to be full of anxiety; as ii 
ſomething of conſequence lay upon her 
mind. To ſtrengthen their ſuſpicions, 
they informed her of the. obſervations 
which 


2 
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which Gregory had made, upon the ap- 
pearance of things below, and upon 
Mrs. Twiſdale's dreſs. | 


The mention of Mrs. Twiſdale's dreſs; 
determined lady Eleanor; who now re- 
collected that ſhe did not' appear like a 
woman who had been diſturbed in the 
middle of the night: nor talk like as a 


woman naturally would, on the irrupti- 


on of ruffians into her houſe, to put 
many home interrogatories to her. | 


Lady Eleanor's maids, might well 
imagine from the behaviour of Mrs. 


Twildale, preceding the ſeizure of theic 
maſter, that her mind was not perſectly 
at eaſe; but they could not, as they 
vere not endued with the ſagacity of 
ſuper- natural beings, develop the cauſe 

Vor. II. 5 of 
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of it; like human beings, in Heir ſitua- 


uon, they attributed the reſtleſsaeſs and 
anxiety which they perceived in her, to 
diſagrec able occurrences of a private na- 
ture; they went to bed, therefore, wich- 
out ſuſpecting that the was, in thoſe 
moments of perplexity,: ſcheming the 
ſeparation of as conjugally-bappy a pair 
as Hymen ever joined together. 


The truth is, Mrs. Twiſdale having 
in compliance with the inſtructions gi- 
ven to her, by her nephew, promiſed to 
admit the perſons whom he had employ- 
ed for the removal of Sir David, to o- 
ther apartments; went up to her cham- 
ber at the uſual hour, but returned to her 
parlour, when ſhe imagined that the reſt 
of the family were aſleep; in order to 
wait for the ſignal of admiſſion; in 
which 


* 
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which ſhe remained when ſhe had ad- 
mitted them, till they had done their 
buſineſs, by carrying away their priſo- 
ner.—She then locked, bolted and bar- 
ed the door aſter them; and proceeded 
again to her chamber; but being there 


_ troubled with the reproaches of a guilty 


conſcience, and afraid that her iniqui- 
tous deſign ſhould be diſcovered, the 
lat, without changing her dreſs, till lady 
Eleanor began to ſtir; her apprehenſi- 
ons then increaſed with the noiſe which 
ſhe made to wake her ſervants, leſt the 
pains which ſhe had taken, to render 
them uncommonly drowſy ſhould prove 
ineffectual: (ſhe had ſecured the ſtillneſs 
of her own, by an application to their 
pockets, inſtead of their heads.) With 
no ſmall emotion, ſhe heard the ring- 
ing; and when lady Eleanor went up 

K 2 herſelf 
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herfelf to the garret, grew more and 
more uneaſy : but ſhe was almoſt terri- 
fed to death, when ſhe heard the voice 
of Gregory, whole evening draught the 
nad not made ſufficiently ſoporific.— 
She was conſuled, the was uncertain, . 
how to aft; thinking; however, in-the 
hurry of her ideas, that by appearing to 
have been alarmed upon her ladyſhip's 
account; and by expreſſing her aſtoniſh- 
ment at ſceing her at that time of the 
night; ſhe thould not be in the leaſt ſuſ- 
pected by her; ſhe opened her door, 
when ſhe heard her deſcend the garret 
ſtairs, and behaved in the manner above- 
mentioned, PET] 45/20 


Mrs. Twiſdale, in ſhort, behaved up- 
on the occaſion, like a woman who was 
not naturally of a bad diſpoſition, but : 
| | who 


k 


as 


10 
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who had been drawn, from the paths of 
rectitude, by the ſuperior addreſs of 
thoſe about her; with whom ſhe was 
cloſely connected. She was indeed, not 
equal to the taſk which her nephew had 
impoſed upon her; had ſhe been tho- 
roughly miſtreſs of the buſineſs, which 
ſhe had undertaken, ſhe would have 
contrived to exhibit marks of violence 
upon the windows, or doors below; in 


order to favour the firſt ſuſpicion of lady 


Eleanor's, with regard to the irruption 
of houſe-breakers ; but by her extreme 
care to ſee every thing ſafe after the de- 
parture of Sir David; ſhe confirmed the 
ſubſequent conjectures, which her ſer- 
vants had infuſed into her mind. 


| When Nelly told Mrs, Twiſdale, that 


her lady would be glad to ſpeak with 
. K 3 her, 
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ker, ſhe looked as if ſhe was ready to 
ſink-to the floor; becauſe ſhe felt that 
ſhe been concerned in a criminal action: 
but as ſhe could not, ſhe thought, refufe 
to obey the ſummons, without cauſing 
ſuſpicions to her diſadvantage ; ſhe repli- 
ed, that ſhe would wait upon her lady- 
thip immediately, 


When Mrs. Twiſdale entered the 
room, in which lady Eleanor waited for 
her; ſhe came up curtſying and crying, 
and told her, how ſadly ſhe was grieved 
for what had happened in her houſe : 
% But to be ſure, my lady, the rogues 
*« muſt have broke in at the top of the 
% houſe, or got down the chimney ; for 
«+ I vow and proteſt, as I am a living 
„woman, that I ſaw every thing ſafe 
*« when I went to bed.” LEE 
Went 
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« Went to bed,” replied lady Elea- 
nor, looking ſternly at her, did you 


« then ſleep in your cloaths? for you 
« were as much dreſſed when you came 
% out of your chamber in the night, as 


% you was when I retired to mine for the 


* evening.” 


For ſuch a ſpeech, Mrs. Twiſdale was 
totally unprepared; and ſhe was fo 


much ſhocked at the ſtern delivery of it, 


that ſhe hardly knew what to ſay : en- 
deavouring, however, to rectify the miſ- 
take which ſhe had committed ; ſhe 
pleaded illneſs, which gave her ſo much 
pain, that ſne had not heart to un- 
« dreſs herſelf.” 


But that anſwer was of very little ſer- 
vice to her; for lady Eleanor directly 


K 4 replied, 
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; replied, If, then, you was under 2 


neceſſity of ſiting up in your chamber, 
too much indiſpoſed, even to undreſs 


yourſelf; it is wonderful, I think, 


that you. did not alarm the houſe 
when the ruffians had found their 
way into it; for ſurely, you muſt 
have heard them, as their principal 


_ buſineſs, was tranſacted ſo near you, 


Beſides, it is not likely that they came 
into the houſe by force, as my ſer- 
vant examined the windows and doors 
below, and ſaw them guarded with all 
their faſtenings; it is more probable 
that they were admitted by ſomebody 
within, Have you no reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect the fidelity of your maids ; mine 
were certainly not acceflary to the re- 
ception of them, as they were unmo- 


66 ved 
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a ved * all the noiſe which J made. at 
« their ears.“ 


Mrs. Twiſdale, feeling herſelf ſtrong- 
ly glanced at, by the ſame body within; was 
juſt going to fire at the imputation caſt 
upon her character, in hopes of intimi- 
dating her; but the additional query, 
concerning the fidelity of her maids, 
gave a ſudden turn to her thoughts, and 
prompted her to throw all the blame up- 
on them.—She therefore, told lady 
Eleanor, with a brightened counte- 
nance, that ſhe ſhould Rattle them 


« ſoundly, and ſend them packing im- 
N W 


Lady Eleanor could hardly refrain 
from ſmiling, tho' ſhe was never in a 


les ſmiling humour, at Mrs. Twiſdale's 
eagerne(s 
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eagerneſs, to rattle her maids ſoundly; 
but conjecturing from her eagerneſs to 
ſend them packing, that ſhe was going 
to diſcharge them left they ſhould, if 
called upon, divulge ſecrets to her dif- 
honour, ſhe defired her not to hurry her 
ſpirits about them.—“ I will examine 
* them myſelf, Mrs, Twiſdale,“ conti- 
nued ſhe coolly, © It would be cruel to 
*« diſmiſs them from your fervice, if 
„ they have had no ſhare in the extra- 
« ordinary tranſactions of the night.” 
She then touched the bell, and ordered 
Nelly to tell Mrs. Twiſdale's ſervants, 
that ſhe deſired to ſee them. 


While Nelly was gone with her 
meſſage, Mrs. Twiſdale made ſeveral 
frivolous excuſes to leave the room; but 
lady Eleanor intreated her with the 
8 greateſt 


dil 
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greateſt politeneſs to fit ſtill, —** If you 
« are fo reſtleſs,” ſaid ſne, „ becauſe I 
« have ſent for your fervants; you will 
„make me believe, that you was your- 
+ ſelf concerned in the admiſſion of 
* theſe vile wretches who carried off my 


dear huſband.” —— 


Mrs, Twiſdale, as ſhe could not after 
the concluſion of that ſpeech, diſcover 
any inclination to ſtir, without pleading 
guilty to the covered charge againſt 
her, fat in her chair without attempt- 
ing to quit it; but ſatin it, as if the was 
pierced with a thouſand thorns. 


While they were fitting with very 
different ſenſations, Peggy, who offici- 
acd as nurſe to the children, entered 

the 
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the room, and delivered a note into her | 
lady's hands. 


Lady Eleanor, perceived by the ſu- 
perſcription, that it came from Sir Da- 
vid, killed it with an extaſy, and thank- 
ed heaven, upon her knees, for having 
preſerved his valuable life. She then, 
opened it, and read the following lines, 


My ** love, | 
Am in a place of W 
but am not ill- uſed; I am per- 
«© mitted to ſee you, and I long to fre, fl yhi, 
you, becauſe I do not chuſe to write Wo; 
„ what I wiſh to ſay.—The bearer 
& will conduct you to the fond arms 
TR: LF Tr 
« Your ever faithful huſpand. 
D. Sues 
Lady 
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Lady Eleanor was fo rejoiced at the 
perutal of the few lines from her dear Sir 
avid, when ſhe was pained by the molt” 
forrid apprehenſions about him, that with- 
out even ſtay ing to embrace her children, 
ſne tied on her hat and cloak, and fol- 
ved the perſon who brought the note; 
without even enquiring where her huſhand 
was connncd, 
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As ſoon as lady Eleanor was gone out 
nt, of the houſe, Mrs Twiſdale received 
i WW ::itzr from one off her own ſervants, ' 
(ce, WM which had been brought by the meſſen- 
ite ger, to whoſe care her ladyſhip had 
ret Neommitted herſelf — The hand writing 
ms or her nephew, made her very curious to 
| {ee the contents of it, and ſhe inſtantane- 
ully gratified her curioſity by breaking 
— de wax. | 
ad | My 
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« My dear Aut, | 
* \HANKS to your clever ma- 


* 
«c 
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NM. —— Street, 


„nagement, Sir David is in 
my power ; I have arrefted him for a 
ſum which I really lent him, but 
which I have paid to myſelf with in- 
cereſt, in order to juſtify my detenſi- 
on of his perſon, and as I know that 
the ſafety of mine depends, in a great 
meaſure on his concealment ; it will 
be worth my while to ſubſiſt him with 
the decent neceſſaries of life, locked 
up from the world, and out of the 


reach of his friends, As Walker is 
entirely in my intereſt, I ſhall be 
quite eaſy about the ſecret confine- 
ment of his priſoner; and as I have 
no defigns againſt his life, he will 


have only the loſs of liberty to regret: 
&« for 


or 
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for as to his property, J have taken 


« care of that.. As it is neceſſary, how- 
« ever, for the completion of my plan, 
„that lady Eleanor and the children, 
„ thould alſo be in a ſtate of ſeparation, 
„ have ſecured the retreat of the for- 


mer, from the world, at Mrs. Fergu- 


„ ſon's who will effectually reduce her 
lady ſhip to order, if the ſhould prove 


untractable. Decoyed by a note 


from Sir David, which he very rea- 
« dily wrote to her, on being told that 
” the would be permitted to ſee him, if 
he invited her to come with the bearer 
* ofit: ſhe will in a few hours, I truſt, 
« be lodged with the above mentioned 
„ lady.---The children, now only re- 
* main to be diſpoſed of; and I ſhall 
be glad if you will bring them to me: 
telling the ſervant who attends them, 

«Wat 
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that you are going with them to Mrs, 


« Elphinſtone's, by which declaration, tl 
« you will, I dare ſay, meet with no b 
< interruption to your egreſs with them. ir 
« When you return, I will give you a S 
„ power to fieze all the furniture be- by 
« Jonging to Sir David, and to inform di 
„the ſervants, that they have no far- W 
| ether bufineſs at vour houſe, as their pl 
% maſter is not in a fituation to pay Tt 
« them their wages. You ſhall, howe- or 
„ver, be enabled by me, to pay them di 
« to the utmoſt of their demands, by W. 
& doing which you will prevent them V2 
from being inquiſitive about the truth Pa 
* of your intelligence. Pray let me va 
« ſee you ſoon, my dear aunt, and be- pe 
e lieve me to be your's moſt affeion- th 
* my. : ih, 


D— G—.” p. 
Mrs. | 
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Mrs. Twiſdale, pleaſed with thinking 


that ſhe had not from a conſciouſneſs of 


being engaged ina criminal affair, made 
improper diſcoveries in the inquilition— 
Soon, proceeded to comply with her 
nephew's requeſt, concerning the chil. 
dren; but while ſhe was conſidering in 
what manner to convey them to her ne- 

phew; the appearance of Mrs. Elphin- 
ſtone threw her into the utmoſt confuſi- 
on: ſhe was quite in a bewildered con- 
dition, and very much afraid that ſhe 
would, on being informed of the remo- 
val of Sir David, and of the ſudden de- 
parture of lady Eleanor, by their ſer- 
vants; who by their looks, evidently ſuſ- 
pected ſome clandeſtine doings / take 
the little boys, home with her : what 
ſhe feared, came to paſs; for Mrs. El- 
phinſtone, alarmed at the intelligente 
Vor. II. L which 
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which ſhe heard, and diſſatisfied with 
the anſwers which ſhe received from 
Mrs. Twiſdale, 1magined that ſome of 
Sir David's enemies had artfully pre- 
yailed on her to favour their deſigns, 
both againſt him and lady Eleanor; and 
that the children, would be no longer 
fafe in her houſe: ſhe, therefore, defired 
Nelly and Peggy to carry them to ker 
apartments, intending to keep them there 
till ſhe heard a more ſatisfactory account 
about her amiable friends; by the unea- 
ſineſs, which Mrs. Twiſdale could nat 
conceal, at her determination, concerns 
ing the children; ſhe was the more con- 
vinced, that ſhe had been acting a diſ- 
honourable, a deteſtable part, and was 
conſequently the more ſolicitous to take 
them under her own protection.— Ha- 
ving ſent away the pretty twins, with 

their 
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their maids, ſhe remained behind, to 
give Gregory ſome uſeful hints, for the 
regulation of his behaviour; and to make 
him ſenſible how neceflary it was for him 
o watch the motions of Mrs. T'wiſdale, 
with the greateſt vigilance; ſhe followed 
them, | i 


Lady Eleanor, animated with the 
hopes of ſeeing her dear Sir David, 
walked after her guide with pleaſure, tho? 
ſhe could not help ſighing to think of the 
ſituation in which ſhe expetted to find 


- him; with pleaſure ſhe walked till they 
- were at a diſtance from the city; but ſhe 
. then began to walk with fear: totally ig- 
8 norant of the place of Sir David's con- 
e finement, as he had not mentioned it in 
. his letter, and unable to procure the in- 


th formation which ſhe wanted, as her 
if Ng J 2 guide 
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guide would not give an explicit anſwer, 
when ſhe defired him to tell her whither 
the was going 3 her fears were increaſed : 
„We ſhall ſoon be there,” that was all 
that ſhe could get out of him, with all her 


importunity. 


After having been carried thro' many 
bye lanes, and over many cramp tiles, 
much frightened as well as fatigued, as 
her conductor was an ill featured fcl- 
lo; a large old faſhioned building ap- 
peared in view; at the fight of which the 
was ſomewhat comforted ; becauſe, he 
cried immediately, There, that's the 
- houſe,” 


When they came up to the outer gate, 
he applied his hand to the bell, with no 
mall violence; and on its being opened, 
having 
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having ſaid to the perſon who appeared, 
This is the gentlewoman my maſter 
ordered to come here,” inſtantly vas 
niſned. OTE 

From the odd behaviour of her guide, 
during the whole walk; and from his 
ſudden diſappearance, after fo abrupt a 
ſpeech ; lady Eleanor was in a coniter- 
nation not eaſily to be deſcribed. 


The houſe, at which lady Eleanor was 
left in ſo extraordinary a manner, tho? it 


firnck the eye with a kind of gloomy 


grandeur, had not the leaſt air of a pri- 


ſon: it rather looked like a dwelling 
dedicated to feſtivity ; for ſhe ſaw ſeve- 
ral perſons moving about in different 
apartments with joyous faces ; and heard 
a number of voices tuned in a mirthful 


He key: 
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key: but ſhe was extremely ſurpriſed to 
fee only female figures, and to hear only 
female tones. Except. the- porter who 
opened the gate; not a man was to be 
ſeen. | 


When the-porter had cloſed the gate, 
after her entrance into the ſquare before 
the houſe; he rang another bell; the 
found of which, brought an antiquated 


ſemale, very much reſembling an old. 


gipſey; who ſeemed to be almoſt of the 


{ame age with the edifice from which the 
crawled. By her, ſhe was conducted, in 
profound filence to the hall-door; at 
which ſtood a-venerable matron, not diſ- 
agreeable in her perſon; decently and 
not ungenteelly dreſſed. 


M rs 
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| 1 

Mrs. Ferguſon, that was the matron's l 
name ; on the approach of lady Eleanor, | 
took hold of her hand, and with a ſmile | 
upon her countenance, _ but + without | 
ſpeaking a word, led her into a large old | 
faſhioned parlour; there ſhe: welcomed | | 
ber with a friendly embrace, and told I 


| 

| 
her that every thing ſhould be done at | 

| 

| 


her houſe to render it- an agroonbls habi- | | 
tation to her,— lj 
Wes kl 

Lady Eleanor, could-not-tell what to ll 
make of the aſpect of things; but after | | 
having thanked the matron for her kind | | 
aſſurances, intreated her to carry her di- | | 
rectly to Sir David S——, | | 
« Sir David S-—=, madam,” replied Il 
Mrs, Ferguſon, „is not far off; but I 1 
L 4 „am. 

| 
. hg 

| 
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am ordered to permit no woman to 
* {ce him, except his wile,” 


« Then, madam,” ſaid lady Eleanor, 
« you may without any heſitation, per- 
* mit me to ſee him, for I am his wife.“ 


. Mrs. Ferguſon, prefiing her gently 
by the hand, and ſaid, No, my dear, 
* madam, you muſt not think of paſſing 
“for his wife, here; lady Eleanor, is 
<<. quite a different ſort of woman.” 


Lady Eleanor, feeling her blood rife, 
at having her identity queſtioned, when 
ſhe had declared herſelf to be the wife of 
Sir David S 
warmth, © that ſhe never had her vera- 


city diſputed before.” 


«+ 


Mrs. 


; replied, with ſome 
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Mrs. Ferguſon, not in the leaſt mo- 
ved by the warmth. of lady Fleanor's re- 
ply, made no anſwer to it; but ordered 
a ſervant, who ſtood in a corner of the 
room, like a Turkiſh mute; to attend. 
the lady to the black- chamber. 


Lady Eleanor, growing ſtill more in- 
flamed at the mortifying coolneſs of Mrs. 
Ferguſon's behaviour; and the ſtrange 


orders which ſhe iſſued concerning her; 


told her, with a ſpirited accent, that ſhe: 


had not been accuſtomed to ſuch treat- 
ment, Since you are determined, ma- 
dam,“ continued ſhe, not to believe 


that I am the wife of Sir David S—, 
« I will, in a ſhort time, produce proofs, 


too ſtrong to be controverted,” 


F Javing 


% 
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Having thus ſaid, ſhe averted her eyes 
from Mrs. Ferguſon, full of reſentment, 
and walked towards the door. | 


« Stay, madam,” ſaid Mrs. Ferguſon, 


% whither are you going?“ 


"EO procure the proofs which I pro- 
“ miſed,” replied ſhe, turning briſkly, 
and then proceeded with haſtened ſteps. 


She arrived at the door, but ſhe could 
not go an inch farther; for it was faſten- 
ed as ſoon as ſhe entered the room. 


* Good h——n's, madam,” cried lady 
Eleanor, „am ] a priſoner ; what is the 
meaning of all this? where am I, who 
** are you; by what authority do you 
* act in this tyrannical manner?“ 


To 


[f 
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Jo theſe queries, Mrs. Ferguſon only 


replied; that if ſhe did not go to the black 


chamber, without making any oppoſition, 
ſhe muſt be carried thither by force, and 
remain there, till ſne was in a+ more 


tractable humour. You ſhall be treat- 
ed,“ added ſhe, in the kindeſt 


*« manner, if you are not refractory; but 
if you are, you muſt expect the diſci- 
pline of the houſe, which every body 
under my care is obliged to feel, if it 


is wanted.” —. 


Lady Eleanor, was no longer-at'aloſs 
to know into what. hands ſhe had fallen : 
ſhe was no longer at a loſs to know, that 
ſhe was 1n the power of the miſtreſs of a 
mad-houſe ; and that ſhe was, therefore, 
in a condition deeply to be deplored: a 
condition, which- plunged her into deſ- 

Pair 
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Pair, becauſe ſhe could not flatter her- 
ſelf with the fainteſt hoges' of W re- 
lie ved from it. 


Finding herſelf fo fituated, and being 
well aſſured, that reſiſtance would but 
render her ſituation leſs ſupportable, ſhe 
reſolved to ſubmit to the commands 


which ſhe could not oppoſe; and to endea- 


vour by a ready compliance with them, 
to deſerve the kind treatment which Mrs. 
Ferguſon promiſed. 


- Urged by ſuch prudential motives; the 
accompanied the ſervant, to whole care 
ſhe was committed, to the black-chamber, 
a chamber with great propriety diſtin- 
guiſhed by that epithet; for its whole 
appearance was mournful, and every 
part of it was calculated. to excite melan- 
— 1 choly 


* | GY 80 4 
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choly ideas. The uſeful furniture was 


all of the moſt dingy hue, and the orna- 
mental the diſmalleſt to be conceived. — 
The room was large, and there was only 
a little window in it, ſo extremely gothic, 
that the light which it admitted, might 
rather have been called darkneſs viſi- 
ble,“ than an emanation from the 


* 


1un. 


Neither the room itſelf, however, nor 


its funeral furniture, would have ſhocked 


lady Eleanor, tho' ſhe was ſtrongly diſ- 
guſted at them both, if ſhe had not ſeen 
ſeveral of her fellow creatures, of her own 
ſx; ſome ſtanding with their eyes fixed 
to the cieling, ſome with their arms folds 
ed, gazing upon the floor; ſome ſitting 
with their elbows upon their knees, ſup- 


porting their heads: others lying upon the 
boards 
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boards, reſting their heads on their half- 
raiſed hands; all motionleſs; all mute 


So horrid a fight, chilled her blood; 
The ſtarted back and intreated the ſer- 
vant to conduct her into another room. — 
Carry me into any other,“ ſaid lady 
Eleanor, for this I cannat bear.“ 


She wiſhed to be removed from a room 
which made her ſo miſerable; but little 
thought, when ſhe wiſhed for that remo- 
val, that ſhe could be carried to another, 
which would make her more ſo, 


The ſervant, having been previouſly 
tutored by her miſtreſs, carried lady 
Eleanor through a long gallery to another 
room; upon the opening the door of which, 
half a dozen women, the majority of 

is them 


5 


f 
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them in the prime of life, few to her; 
and bæhaved in ſo frantic a manner, that 
the was totally diſconcerted; the ſudden 
ranſition from the moſt pity-moving fi- 
lence, to the moſt compaſſionable logua- 
city, was too violent to be endured :— 
Again, the deſired to be removed, as the 
wild mirth of the new objects preſented 


to her, only increaſed that heavineſs of 


heart, which thoſe whom ſhe had juſt 
quitted, had occaſioned ; and again the 
iervant complied with her.requelt. 


Croſſing the breadth of the houſe, 
through another long gallery, ſhe was 
conducted to a third apartment; in which 
the was more ſeverely ſhocked than ſhe 


had yet been, by what ſhe beheld; for 


as ſoon .as ſhe entered the room, her 


ears were pierced with the dreadful 
ſhrieks 


— —— 
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ſhrieks of a number of poor wretches, 
ſmarting under the rigid dicipline of 


their keepers, who ſeemed, in the exer- 


tion of their power over them; to be 


entirely diveſted of humanity : the looks * 


too, of the unfortunate lunatics, would 


have been ſufficiently affecting; 


but 


their ſcreams and their looks together, 
ſogreatly ſhocked lady Eleanor's ſenſibi- 


lity, that ſhe ran out of the room and 


ſtopped her ears, till ſhe imagined 


that 


ſhe was out of the hearing of the ſounds 


which had ſo horribly aſſailed them. 


In the middle of the gallery, ſhe met 
Mrs. Ferguſon, who finding by her af- 
pect, and by the pofition of her hands; 
that ſhe had been thoroughly ſhocked, 
at what ſhe had ſeen and heard: accoſt- 


ed her with a placid countenance ; and 


ſaid, 


”— Wa, Ws 
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faid, * I hope, madam, you will not now 
lay me under a neceſlity of treating 
„you with ſeverity ; to which I never 
« have recourſe, when I can poſſibly 
* avoid it. 


« O, madam,” ſaid lady Eleanor 
terrified at the thoughts of being placed 
upon a footing with theſe unhappy peo- 
ple, from whom ſhe had hurried with ſo 
much precipitation; Uſe me but well; 
* and you ſhall do with me what you 
5 pleaſe. 


Mrs. Ferguſon, much delighted with 
lady Eleanor; whom, at Glenbucket's 
deſire, ſhe had only endeavoured to in- 
timidate, by exhibiting the horrors of her 
houſe ; that ſhe might not conſider mere 
perſonal confinement, as an inſupporta- 

Vor. II, M_ ble 
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ble calamity : for the diſcovery of ſo 
pliant a diſpoſition, told her in return; that 
the ſhould have no reaſon to complain of 
her tuation under her roof. 


Mrs. Ferguſon did not falſify her 
words; ſrom that day, ſhe behaved to 
lady Eleanor, with the greateſt politeneſs, 
and tried to make her chearful, whene- 
ver the redections, which frequently de- 
preſied her ſpirits, threw her into gloomy 
iits, and made her appear like the image 
of deſpondence. 


Lady Eleanor, tho' ſhe ſecretly pined, 
at being ſeparated from her huſband and 
her children; quite in the dark, with re- 
gard to the ſituation of the former, and 
only. faintly comforted, by hoping that 
her good friend Mrs. Elphinſtone had 
1 e * taken 


—— a5 — — 2 — | A — 8 
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taken care of the latter, (from the fears 
which ſhe entertained concerning the 
treachery of Mrs. Twiſdale) appeared 
before Mrs. Ferguſon, to be very well 
ſatisfied with her habitation; flattering 
herielf by ſo doing, ſhe ſhould one day 
find an opportunity to recover her li- 
berty. | 


While ſhe was flattering herſelf, in 
that manner, and playing a part, moſt * 
foreign to her heart; Sir David, remain- 
ed at Mr. Walker's, (the perſon, whom 
Glenbucket mentioned in his letter to 
his aunt) equally uncertain about her, 
and about his children. He knew on- 
ly from Mr, Walker's information, that 
he had been arreſted by his ſteward, for 
a ſum which he really had lent to him; 
but for which, he little thought of being 
M2 called 


164 MEMOIRS OF AN UNFORTUNATE 


called upon, after the vile tranſactions 
between him and major Glenorchy. 


Mr. Walker, agreeably to Glenbuck- 
et's requeſt, treated Sir David, with 
great complaiſance ; and told him, from 
day to day, that he ſhould be furniſhed 
with every thing to make his confine- 
ment tolerable; till he could, by the 
help of bis friends, by any means dif- 
charge the debt, for which he was com- 
mitted to his cuſtody: framing excuſes 
ailo from day to day, for the non appear- 
ance of lady Elcanor; and expreſſing his 
ſurprize at the no- anſwers to the letters, 
which he wrote to Scotland; but which, 
indeed, never went out of the houſe. 


Notwithſtanding all the precautions, 
however, of Glenbucket and Walker, 
combined 
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combined, to keep the place of Sir Da- 
vid's confinement concealed from the. 
knowledge of his friends; it was at laſt 
happily. and accidentally diſcovered, in 
about three weeks, by Mrs Elplinſtone. 
But previous to that lady's difcovery,. 
it will not be improper to relate what paſ- 


ſed at Mrs. Twiſdale's, when ſhe had 


lefr the houſe, with the children and the 


tro maid . 5 


Mrs. Twiſdale, finding herſelf diſap - 
pointed, went, herſelf, directly to her 
nephew's, and acquainted him with the 
obſtruction which ſhe had met with ta 
the execution of his wiſhes.— He bit his 
lips, and ſeemed to be in a violent agita- 
tion at the intelligence.—“ This is à 
d d diſagreeable event” ſaid he, 
laying his clenched hand, for ſome mo- 
| g 1 ments 
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ments on his forehead, in a confidering 
FE: e don't like that Mrs. Elphin- 

ſtone, ſhe is a prying kind of woman, 
ee and will not reſt till ſhe blows-us up; 
for by taking away the children, ſhe 
certainly thinks, that you have been at 
e the bottom of the buſineſs. —However, 
* go home, my dear aunt, and diſcharge 
& the ſervants, telling them, that their 
« maſter and lady will never return to 
< their old apartments, and I will ſend 
proper people to-morrow to make a 
formal ſeizure of the things belonging 
* to your lodgers, that the affair may not 
have a bad look in the neighbourhood.” 


Mrs. Twiſdale returned, in order to 
"fulfil her nephew's deſires; but was ex- 
tremely ſurpriſed to find Sir David's fer- 
vants packing up the things belonging to 
* the 
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the family, and Mrs. Elphinſtone too, not 
inactive upon the occaſion ; {till more ſur- 
prized was the, to hear Mrs. Elphinſtone, 
order her, with a preremptory tone to 
let her know what Sir David owed her 
for lodging, and other incidental expences, 
She ſtared, ſhe looked ſtupified, with her 
mouth open, but made no anſwer.— 
«© Come, come, Mrs Twiſdale, faid 
Mrs. Elphinſtone, You need not put on 
that air of aſtoniſhment. I ſee through 
all your affectation, and, I deſire you will 
produce your demands upon Sir David; 
for I will undertake to cancel all his 
debts contracted in this kouſe ; from 
« which, I ſhall ſee every thing to which 
my friends have a right, removed be- 
fore I leave it.“ 
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